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TO SAY, 


' King are Gods o_—_ 


SUPREMACY 


God, opened, aſſerted, applyed, 


In ſome Sermons preached at [rgarſhal 
in Ssſſex- by N.B. then Rector there. 


Accuſed of Treaſon by James Thompſon, Vicar of 
Shalford in Surry, and the Author ejected 
out of the ſaid ReRory for preaching them. 


With a Preface Apologetical, vindicativg the Author 


and Sermons from that falſe Accuſation, relating 


the manner of his Eje&tion, and fully anſwering the 
Narrative of the {aid Vicat AIW 2 'fo Parſon of Largar(hal. 


By y Nehemiah Beaton Miniſter of the Goſpel: 


Infimulcyi quivis tnnocens pateſt Yevinci, wifi nocens noa peteſt. Apul.Apolog, 


A man that berterh falſe witneſs ag"inlt his Neight our, 15 a it.aul, and a ſword, 
and a ſharp arrow, Prov.2 5. 18. 
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PREFACE 
 APOLOGETICAL. 


Ceutteous Reader, 


Know my ſelf tos well to think any thing of mine worth 
publiſhing, i» ſo knowing and learned an Age. Tea fo 
free am 1 of the itch and ambition of berag 19 printythar 

Ca / have againſt the concurrent edvice and continued ins- 

JOOEDL fortunity of many worthy frends,forhorn to make pub- 
lick theſe Sermons, a this vindication of them,and the ir Author, 
from thoſe falſe accuſations ,wnder which beth bave many months ſuffe- 
red; and now at laſt, 1 as unwilingly conſent they ſhould be thus prefied 
to life, 25 men chooſe to be —_ death, 

But,unleſs I will,by an obſtruate ſilence, be interpreted to conſent te 
the truth of that black end ugly charge now printed againſt me ; I can 
»0 longer avoid appearing in print. For ſo vaſt and niſatiable 1s my 
Adverſaries malice,” that having devonred my living, Le ts nothing 
ſatfied. My good name, and many good friends, he ſees, areſii# 
Left me, which ſe enrageth hims, that after the exaniple of the grand 
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Accuſer of the Brethren, Rev.12. Leſt theſe ſhould eſcape hins, he 
A232 bath 


a.Cenvitie, &+ bath caſt out of his meuth-a ( a ) fioud of Calumnies ard reproa- 
probre,quipm ches, to overwhelm and deſtroy them. - | 
h5: mm co'®8Þ I ſaya flood of Calumnies ; nor need 1 retraft it, as too exuberant 
oc tempore 
Dracontcole ob. ©! expreſſion, nor be beholding to an hyperbole, to ſalve the ruth of it, 
ruebant. Objici- though his whole Book be bu one lingle ſheet. For, he hath crouded 
entes eis bomici- ſo many notorious fallhoods iero it, that it ts like that (Meet in Peters 
dia, comjuratis- 17; fron, whereis were all manner of unclean beatts and fowls. 
mods ney The title he gives it indeed, is A true Narrative. But frequently, 
mi  Tituli habent cemedia, Pyxides venenum. Mithridate, or ſome 
ſoveraign cordial may be written witheut, when Rats-bane, or ſome other 
rank poyſon t inthe inſide. The truth 5, he -hzth ſo fouled his theec 
with lying ſo very frequemly in it that it ha:l; been very off enſrue tome 
to touch it; and [ cannot but fear, that having Rirred zt, and taken 
off that thin covering he had caſt over it, the wile ftench of it will 
greatly difÞleaſe the religious, and ingemons Reader. But, 1 hope all 
ſuch wil conſider, that 1 am mach to bepitied, and nat at. ak to be bla- 
med z ſeemg my. Adverſaries malice hath forced we they to fetch 
Eſtercore gemmam ; Jt having left me no other way , to ſave and 
preſerve my good name ( more precious than the moſt precions Fewel) 
than by turnmg up and down this unſavoury. dunghil , 1 which he 
hoped I ſhould certainly loſe it ; and which 1 cannot tir but ut will 
[tink the more, for, Plus faxtanr ſtercora mota. Yet ſhall 1 da it in as 
cleanly « manner a4 1 can poſſibly, and ftrive to expreſs his fouleſt pra- 
Eliſes w the faireſt languagel can, withont injnry to truth ; and, that 
thou maieſt be ſure 1 de him-no wrong, 4 will (et us his whole charge, 
3 hisO'Wn words ; ſo that he ſhall have no occaſion ts accuſe me, as 
Caius Fimbria did Q.Sczvola, Quod non totum telum corpore 
recepiſles, Thr then he begins with my. 


Temes Thompſon. 


Not long fince I was preſented to a ReRory by a perſon of 
known nonour (.whom, as formerly, we truly call Lord Viſcount 
now.) the undoubted Patron thereof ; though Sir Richard, by ſome 
calumniation, would have found ont another Doner ; which Par- 
ſonage was void by death, bur illegally poſſeſſed by one Nehemiah... 


Beaton, 


Reply,. 
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Reply N. Beaton. 


Shex!d 1 ſay, here are more lies than lines» 1 might, perhaps, 
E i be thought to have forgotten already my promiſe: Yet what other anſwer 
can I grue t64 Paragraph, in which there 15 ſcarce any thing but falſe- 
heed? / have thenght of this expedient. Bicanſe the word lye is a 
broad one, and not fit to fall fromthe pen of a Minilter ; ſo that if [ 
ſhould uſe it, 4s often as he groves me occaſion, 1 fear I ſhould grve of- 
fence : 1 have reſolved'to uſe another word, viz. a Thomploniſm; 
which whereſarver the Reader fiuds, he is deſired toremember, that no 
p- ether thing 1s meant by it than what in an ordinary wan we call a lye.; 
but that having ts do with ſo Reverend a perſon as the Vicar of Shal- 
ford aud Bramley, Parſon of Lurgarſhal,&c. will be more man- 
| '  netly thavts call aſpade a ſpade. There are then in thisperiod. of his,, 
| four »otor:95 Thompiomims.Fnſt,That Sir Richard Onſlaw would 
| " have another found. Doner,. of the. Rectory of Lurgiſale, then 
the Lord Montague. Secondly, That he ſought it by calumniations. . 
| Thirdly, That the ſaid ReQory, when he the ſaid J.T hompſon was 
| | preſented co ir, was void by derxh. Fexrthly, that it was 1llegally 
| poſſeſſed by Nehemiah Beaton. 

A ſhort relation of what is indeed the truth, as-to theſe four mat-. 
ters of fatt, will ſufficiently ſatisfie the Reader, that I have not miſcal- - 
led,»or miſcounted theſe my Adverſaries-falſhoods. 

| When by the death of Mr Thomas Stafford, the Reftory of Lur- + 
g1r5-hill became void in 1657. The Putrithioners ( not a man diſ- 
| ſeuting) without any application of nzine to thems, deſired 1 might (uc- 
ceed him. And to that end almeſt all of them ſubſcribed apaper (which 
1 have ſtill by me ) in which they expreſſed that deſire ; and earneſtly. 
beſought all perſons concerned in the diſpeſal of that ReRtory wot to 0b- 
trude any other per(on whomſoever upon them. But what per(ez, or per - 
fons had the diſpoſal ef it neither 1 nor they certainly knew. The moſt 
general and probable opinion was, that the Lord Montague,was the Pa- _ 
cron. 1 was therefore adviſed to exquire of Mr Thurland, who being 
of connſel for that Lord was a probable perſon to reſolve this doubt. To p 
him therefore 1 applied my ſelf, and was by him ( in the preſence of 
Sir Richard Onſlow ) aſſured, that the Lord Montague was indeed 
the Patron, but had made over that ( with all other Livings n. bis gift 
5 Suſſex ) to Hr Yalden Seror.of Blackdown ; adding, thet he did : 
6, -. 
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ot queſtion, but the Lord Montague would be >illing, at the deſire 
of Sir Richard, tro preſent me ; and freely. offered himſelf upon Sir 
Richards acconrt, to write to that Lord on my behalf, which hi alſo did 
accordingly. Bon 

With hs Letter, and another from Sir Richard Onflow, 1 ſoon af- 
ter waited on the Lord Montague, at Comdry ; whe, after the reading 
of thems, told me he wonld ſhortly give an anſwer to thew, but he muſt 
firſt ſpeak with hus Servant Turner, 

Mr.Nelden Senor, who had then the power of preſentation, knew of 
my application to the Lord Montague ; to whows as the ſaw time, by 
his Son Mr.William Yalden, he ſent to ſignifi his willingneſs and de- 
frre ts. preſent me, and after he had heard thi anſwer of the Lord 
Montagues, told me he was reſolved topreſent me, and no orher ; enly 
he would waite the Lord Monragues anſwer whoſe (conſent theugh not 
neceſſary ) he deſired. All which, when 1 had communicated to S\t Ri- 
chard Onſlow, he adviſed me, by all means, to flay for the Lord 
Montagues conſent ; which accordingly 1 did, but with no great exer- 
Ciſe of patience, for within a week or two the Lord Montague ſext 
Mr Turnef hi: ſervam to Mr Yalden, to deſire him to ſign a Pre- 
ſentation of Me ro the foreſaid Reflery, which he (the ſaid Mr, Tur- 
ner ) drew np and delivered no my hands. For which favonr of the 
Lord Montagues. #nto me, when ſhortly after Sir Richard Onſlow, 
meeting him, reterned bim hn thanks; the Lord Montague not only 
profeſſed, he had preſemed we for Sir Richards ſake, but he added, be 
thought he owed niany thanks to Sir Richard for preſenting ſuch a 
perſon to him. | 

Now Reader jndge, whether Sir Richard ſought to find out another 
Donerc thanthe Lord Montague, who when the power to preſent appea- 
red, and was by the Loxd Montague confeſſed to be im another,(though 
the r19ht erigizally in bimſelf ) yet was ſo tender of that tight, that he 
would have nothing done withont that Lords conſent? To procure 
which, he wrote a moſt civil Letter ts the Lord Montague, in whic!, 
( for as is meſt uſual in ſuch caſes I had a fieht of it ) there wers theſe 
words : There thall be all poſiible care uted ro preſerve your right, 
and corroborate it alſo as'yeur Council ſhal adviſe. Secondly, If 
ke were thes*far from ſeeking another Do: er how far was he from ſeek- 
1g one by Calummarions?® Thirdly, If the Lord M prague hine- 
ſelf, by hu Truſtee, filled the Refto y of Lurgar (hal, and his Preſence 
was al;ve when Thompſon was preſented ; what ts it t» affirm the 

| Retiory 


» 


- 
et Ce PT ING Waite og. 
, 
: 
; 
EF 


Reflory void by dearh at the time of his Preſentation? Fourthly, Was 
N.B. illegally poſſeft-of it, who was preſented by the Lord Montagues 
Truſtee,not only with the connruance, but explicite conſent and expreſs 
deſire of that Lord,who, Mr Trompſon ſauh, 1s undenbted Patron of | 
that Retlory ? 

T hm, Reader, 1 have (atisfed thee that 1 came fairly nts the Re- 
ftory of Lurgarſhal, aud was legaily poſſeſſed of it. T han ſhalt next 


hear how 1 came ont. 
Tames Thompſon. 


Who did,in or about April laſt, 1660. preach theſe words in 
his Pulpic, inthe forencon, concerning the death of bis late Ma- 
jelty,and che occaſion thereof, Yew ſay theſe and theſe were the Kings 
Enennes ; nay, queth ke, but 1 will tell you who were the K ings Ene- 
wes, Viz, thoſe that cauſed him to marry with that harlot aud adulte- - 
Tous wonran: For, in marrying mth that Papiſt Queen, he didadul- 
terate his whole Generation, and did wake it a National ſin, andthe 
whole Nation muſt ſuffer for t, and we have ſuffered for it all this 
time, Which being proved, by the oaths of five credible Wir- 
neſles, ( and five and twenty more being ready if required tode-- 
poſe the ſame ) before nine of his Majeſties. Juſtices of- rhe Peace, 
at Midburf, on the nineteenth day of December laſt, ( though 
three of the ſaid}Juſtices, viz. Mr Shirly, Mr Henry Onſlow, 
Mr _Lee, took little norice of it, ind refuſed ſubſcription ) a judg-- 
ment was ordered to be drawn up, ind figned by the other fix Ju- 
ftices, That the ſaid N. B, had maliciouſly preached againſt his 
ſacred Majeffy that now is, liis right and ſuccefſion tothe Crowns 
of theſe Realms, and that hg. ought not to be confirmed intothe.- 
Re&tory, into which he had intruded.. 


N. Beaton. . 


I; 1s a received Rule in the Civil Law, Mendaxſemel, men-. 
dax ſemper preſumitur. He that hath been. taken once tn #-: 
lye, is nt afterwards to be credited. May it not then be ſup-- 
poſed, that he that hath told ſo» many Thompſoniſms about my- 
coming In, may be gmilty of far mere un this his far larger relati- 
3 of my Ejection ? J1f Thdore may be credited,it cannot be otherwi{e« 

| (b) Fer 


b 1/d Pcl.,z, (6) He that in the beginning ſwrvech from the crach, will in his 


Epiſt.229. _ proceedings roll farther away from ic, and end at laſt wick ſome 
,7%"* foul or ſhameful Caraſtrophe or o: her. - 
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Sure 1 am if this his general rule have any exeeptions, this wy Ad- 


| . Ennuniguiorru VETlary 35 wone of them. For,to his whole Charge / may sraly reply ns 


the very words of that holy Writer, whoſe name 1 bear. Nehems.6.8. 
There were no fuck things done as thou ſaielt, but thou feignett 
them our of thine own heart. And although 1 have alwaies ſnſpeied 
and deteſted unneceſſary proceltations, and appeals ; yet againſt ſuch « 
Charge, and #nder ſuch a Con..emnation, 1 rhink, no man will judge 
ut needleſs, or unlawful. 

{ do therefore ſolemnly, as im the preſence of that Great God, at 
whoſe judgment ſeat 1 expett ſhortly to fand,protelt and declare,T har 
1 never did, in any Sermon, os any Text whatſoever, mtter thoſe 
words, of which 1 am accuſed, nor any other words of {uch a ſenſe. 
Which proteſt ation I make, without any equivocation, or mental reſer- 
vation, and (bould moft willingly renew it, and confirm it by Oath if 7 
were lawfully required ; though I knew certainly 1 ſhould, the very next 
moment, paſs into Eternity. From my Accuſer and Tudges do I 
therefore appeal ts that Righteous Judge of all the world, before whom 
27 only nondum judicata, bat male judicata ſhall be tried ; knowing 
that when that bright and bleſſed morning comes, in nhich the righteous 
ſhall have dominion over his moſt inſulting oppreſſors, He will bring 
forth my righteouſneſs as the light, and my judgment as che noon 
Cay. : . 

In the mean time, though it be not poſſible { unleſs by the repentance 
and confeſſion of the comtrrvers,8&c. ( fully te diſcloſe all the ſecrets,aud 
circumiFances of this myſtery of iniquity ; yet ſuch a quicovery 7 
Fall make, that when the Reader hath he:dfully obſerved -and weighed 
1t,unleſs he be corrapted by malice or interelt, / dare challenge hins to 
believe,cr [nſpett me guilty if he can. 

And foſt,1 nuſt inform him{ for my Adverſary wiſely conceated it) 
who was the perſon that exhi'vited this Charge againit me. No worſe 
Man,l affare thee, than this ]uv.es Thonpion rhat now publiſheth ir. 
A man whoſe facetill I was forced to confroxt bims 25 my accaſer,] ne- 
wir to my best remembrance had ſeen,and who,as himſelf confeſſed, was 
as much a ſtranger ts me. How then came he to be my \cculer ? Nay, 
Reader, thou (halt anſwer thy (ef, and Ithink thou wilt n#t complain, 
that 1 have pitt a hard tack, upon thee, when 1 have farther ag 
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thee of what 1 can prove from hi wn month, 111. That he had firft 
obtained a promiſe, or grant of my Living, sf / were removed, 
before he atrempted ought againſt me.- A/rhowgh therefore he was 
4 ſtranger to me, yet with my L'ving was he ſo well acquainted, that 
he kyew'it to be ſuch a one 45 he had long gaped for, and often ſucceſ* 
leſly ſunght after. Now, Reader, if thou canſt not imagine that this 
accuſation proceeded from malice, ( which they ſay u a good infor- 
mer ) yet might it not from avarice, which ts the root of all evil, 
but bears nofruit ſo often as this of falſe accuſition ? So that When 
God had prohibited this in the ninth Comman :'meut, he immediately 
added, as that Without Which the other Would never be kept, Thou 
ſhalc not covet, Axd when John Baptiſt had warxed the Souldiers, 
chat they ſhould accuſe no man falſely, he immediately preſcribes 
this, as the only remedy, Be content with your wages. /[r was the 
hope of getting the Living ( ſaith a learned Biſhip ) that wade 
Ziba accuſe his' Maſter falſely. Bet Mr. Thompſon had more 
than hopes, be had an aſſurance of my Living before hand, Ir Was 
Naboths Vineyard, ſaith the ſame Authr, and not his blaſphemy 
that made him guilty ; axd this, ths only was my treaſon, 1 hada 
good living. This hungry Vicar well kntw, that Lurgarſhal affor- 
ded a larger bite than Shalford Common ; and that he cculd not get 
in, unleſs he thus leaped the hedge, the Law having let me in at the 
gate, and ſhut it faſt after me. 

wouldſt thou know more of my Proſecutor, to leave thee without 
the leaſt doubt or ſcraple whether, as foul a crime as falſe and forged 
accuſations are, yet he may be guilty of it * Then hear what he hath 
ſince done. When 1 Was remeving my goods from Lurgarſhal, this 
man deſired to buy ſome of them. Now though many purſwaded 
me to decline him, as a man not ſafely in any thing to be dealt with ; 
yet hu propoſition being fair, that he would give .s much as any, 
and moxe than they could be worth if 1 removed them, I conſented to 
ſell them. But becauſe I knew pretty well the complexion ef his cou- 
ſcience, I appointed him to bring one with him to prize them, that [+ 
I might have another to teftifie What paſſed between us. In ſhort, we 
met, and agreed on the prizes of ſeveral goods ; he appointed me to 
what perſon to deliver them, promiſed again and again the payment 
of the money. The goods 1 delivered accordiuy to appointment, and 
now expefted my money, according to his promiſe ; but found that my 
Gentleman did not intend to hold my Living by one title, and my 
Goods by another. Hw# five Witneſles were wut yet dead; _ 
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would they be ſo ankind, when they had helped him to a houſe for no- 
thing,as to loave him now to pay for the furniture? To 4 firft,a ſecond, 
ath:rd demand therfore he denies to pay for my goods, and bids me take 
my courſe.yell after a civill Letter, and almeſt a quarter of a years 
Waiting, he #s arreſted ; and the laft Aſſiz#s the canſe was tried be- 
tween #.'T bither comes Mr Thompſon, with one of hu five credible 
Witneſſes bragging of the viftory and offering to lay great wagers he 
ſhopsld caſt me, The Cauſe was called, forth fteps his credible Wit- 
neſle, to do him now once more knights ſervice, and [wears as bear- 
tily ( horreſco referens ) or rather deſperately ar before, but with 
ſome different ſucceſs ; for the Fury, ſo ſoon as they heard my wit- 
meſſes, Without ſtirring from the Bar geve Veraitt againſt him. 
Nay, Sir William Wild, who was of counſel for Thompſon, and 
who was by him prejudiced againuſt me, as one that had ſpuken I rea- 
ſn, he I ſay ( and to his honour be it ſpoken ) when he heard my Caſe. 
fully opened, ſate down and refuſed 10 plead for him ; and when this 
muaeft Vicar, urged him to fpeak, ; Sir William replied alond with 
iudigration, Do not urge, me to ſpeak againſt my underſtanding 
and conſcience in ſuch a Caſe as this. Reader, ſoeuld 1 at large 
relate, without any comment or aggravation, all the odjous circum- 
ſtances of this laſt praitice, 1 am Confident thou wouldſt think the 
man is not to be matched in England. 

Next hear what I have to ſay as to the Charge. 1 am accuſed 
end judged for preaching malicioully againſt his Majefties 
right, cc. 

I. It 5 known,almeſt to as many 45 know me, that my judgment 
4 agabnlt the death of-the lare King, and for the reſtauration of 
£15. 

2. 1 have often, to the hazard of more than I bave new loſt, and 
ta the trouble of my friends, openly declared my dillike and abbor- 
rency of the murder of the King ; by which name 1 bave frequent- 
{; called it, in publick places, and was for ſo calling it accuſed to 
one of his pretended } ages, who therefore did threaten to da great 
things againFt me. 

3. Iwas fo far from thinking that bis Majeſty that now i had no 


right of ſucceſſion to the (rown of theſe Realms, rhat 1 was alwaies - 


per/waged bebad an undoubted right ; and that it was my duty, is 
mJ place to endeavorr bis recovery of 'thas right, And have labour 
red te COnVince- Others rhat it was their duty. 1 am certain 1 did 
ſeriouſly, aud heartily do my utmoſt, in my pace, te procure it. 
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If theſe three Aſſertions be true, wilt thog believe there i any 
trath in this Charge ? Now to prove them true, 1 can produce the 
T eftimonies,and have the Certificates of many Knights, aud 4 mul- 
titude of Gentlemen, 5orh Miniſters and others. I will not trouble 
thee but with one, of $ir Thomas Woodcocks,who ſo long jeoparded 
his life in the high places of the field, for the late King, and ſo lately 
hazarded it, in the High Court of fuftice at Weſtminſter ( a more 
eangerous place than the former ) for his loyalty ro bs Majeſty that 
naw us ; and us defervedly of that repute, beth at Court aud in the 
Corntry, for his Valour and Civility, that 1 ſhowld much diſhmnour 
him, if by giving a CharaQter of him, 7 ſoould but ſuppoſe that the 
Reader hath not heard of him, or would doubt the validity of bis Te- 
Rtimony ; which follows in theſt words. 

Theſe are to certifie all whom it may concern, that I have been 
well acquainted with Mr. Aehemieah Beaton, above ſeven years 
laſt paſt. In which ſpace of rime,diſcourſing very frequently with 
him concerning the King, and his affairs, ! diſcerned in him ſo 
deep a ſenſe of his Majeſties ſufferings,and ſo great a deſire of his 
reſtauration. that I was encouraged, at a proper ſeaſon to conſult 
him,cc. ( where followeth alarge relation of a particular ſervice 
1 did, inerder ta his Majeſties reſtauration, which for brevities 
ſake T omit; and then he concludes with theſe words ) All this, and 
much more of like nature I know,and am ready to atteſt for him; 
conceiving my felf obliged in honour and conſcience thereunto, 
he having then piven me unqueſtionable evidences of his loyalty 
when his Majeſties Caſe ſeemed moſt deſperate, Feb.4. 1560. 


Thomas Woodcock. 


ow Reader, canFt thou imagine that I, Who had ſo many years 
deſired. and to my utmoſt endeavoured, even to the laſt, bis Majeſties 
reſtitution, ſhoxld juFt then, whey fear of the greateſt puniſhments 
made the moſt diſaffefted pretend affefion, 1 ſay that I ſhould ther 
preach openly, in theſe moſt odious words, againſt his Majeſties 
right of ſucceſſion ?&C. unleſs thow ſhouldſt ſuppoſe rbat Ttherefore 
only deſired it,and endeavoured his recovering hus right, that 1 might 
thereby be put into 4 capacity thus to loſe my whole eſtate. 

wel, but as highly improbable 4 this Certificate,aud theſe con- 
ſiderations render it, It was, faith U1r, Thom; ſon, proved by the- 

oaths of five credible witneſſes, &c. . | | 
a 2 Anſv, 


e Duaſi aprd 
lapſos,eh pro- 


pofſit mſi mens 
prava,es fallax 
lingu1, & odig 


C1icga menda- 
cia,Cypr.ad 
Flor, Pupian. 
Epiſt,6g, 


Anſw. 1. / hxve heard that the Law accounts him a credible wit- 
neſs, that hath not beeu convitted of perjury, or 5 not ExXcOmmuni- 
Cite. That in ſuch a ſence they were not credible / cannet afſirm ; but 
ſurely, there may be the greateſt reaſon not to credit ſuch credible wit- 
meſſes. For who i ſo ſenſeleſi to ſuppoſe a man cannot ſwear falſely, till 
he hath been conziGted of perjury, for then, how could he become guil-y 
of that perjury of which he was firſt convitted ? 

2. 1 ſhall not affirm they made themſelves guilty of perjury by what 
they ſwore againſt me ; only this I affirm, that they latd to my charge 
things which I knew not, and might as truly have ſworn they ſaw me 
at Rome,who was never ont of Engiand, 4s that 1 ever preached thoſe 
words. Bat let the Reader call ſuch ſwearing what he will for me. 

3. Nether ſhall I give the Reader a CharaQter of them, concerving 
my ſelf, after ſo great an injury received, wot fit to do it. Only thas { 
muſt needs ſay, that as much as they wronged me, they did not at all de- 
Celve ME ; for many years knowledge and experience of them taught 
me toexpett nothing (c) better from them ; having ofen thought upor 
that trapge, yer moſt true inference of Abraham, Gen. 20.11, | 


fanos eſſe aliud rnought, ſureſy the fear of God is not in this place, and they will 


1y me. 
4. Of them all, I ſay as the Evangeliſt of the Witneſſes that te- 


veneuata,es ſ. » ſtified againſt our bleed Lord, Mark 14.56. Their witneſſe agreed 


nor rogether ; which he obſerves again, as an infallible evidence of 
their falſhood, Yer.59. But neither ſo did their witneſs agree 
rogecher. when 1 obſerved and urged this at my tryal,1 was anſwe- 
red, that they agreed in the main ; with which anſwer, or rather the 
power of the Anſwerers, I was filenced, but not ſatisfied ; wor will 
any judicions Rrader 1 am certain. For, when it was only Words of 
which 1 was accuſed,and five perſons ſwear poſitively each of them hts 
words were thus, and yet all of them differently : Sure they muſt 
all bat one at the leaſt be forſworn. And whereas it us ſaid they agreed 
2 the maing ml ſs it be meant that the main drift was ts \near me 
out of my Living, and that in that they all agreed, 1 deny it. - Nay, 1 
affirm, that there was a mere conſiderable difference betwixt any rwo 
of them than can be found in the depoſitions of thoſe two Wutneſſes 
againſt cur bleſſed Saviour. For they b1h agreed in the main indeed, 
and ſwore home to the Charge of blaſpheTty ; for all the difference be- 
tween them was ( as will appear to any one that ſhall compare Mart. 
26.612with Mark 14.58, ) that one of them ſauh he ſaid, I can de- 
ftroy this Temple, the other, I will. Now, whether he ſaid I can, 4 
Peg witt, 
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will, be aſcribed Drvine Power to hiypſelf ; for no Mn could deſtroy 
chat Temple and build it up in three dares. 1nthe main thes they 
egreed, ard yet u being words they accuſed Chrilt of, the Evangeh/# 
wores this diſagreement as aclear diicove:y of their perjury. But alas, 
theſe Wineſſes againſi me differed greatly, though they had ſuch a help 
as it may be thoſe before- mentioned waned. 1. One ſwore,l ſaidtheſe 
words in the beginning of my Sermon, another, 1n the middle, athird 
ſard, 1 repeated them twenty times, and then they muſt be beginning, 
w1iddle, and end 189 almoſt. 2. One ſaid the words were, That the 
King cauſed his death by marrying a Harlot and advlterous wo- 
man. Awzother, That they were his enemies that cauſed him ro 


' marry wi. h a hatlot and adulterous woman, for in marrying with 


chat Papilt Queen he adulterated his whole Generation.. .A4 third 
differs from both, and hath it thus, That the Kings friends were the 
Secluded Members, and that thoſe were his foes that cou'ſelled 
him to marry with a Papiſt and Adultereſs. Another ſwears my 
words were, That the Queen that reigned laſt in E:glayd was a 
Harlot andan Adulterous woman. T here are more very conſider a- 
ble ditferences 1; their ſeveral depoſorions but theſe are ſuſficient which 
1 have faithfully given thee, as they mere taken by a Jultice of the 
Peace, then preſent, from the Mouths of the Deponents ; which 1 am 
forced to make uſe of, for I was demed aCopy of the Articles, Depoſi- 
tions, and Tudgment,by the Clerk, though promiſed it by the Jultices ; 
which promiſe when I urged to their Clerk he told me the Juſtices, ſince 
that, gave order 1 ſhould have no Copy. 99 | 
5. Obſerve, they name no day, nor ns moneth, certaznly, ſaying,In 
er about April, that ſo they might cnt off, as far as they conld,all poſſi- 


bility of a deteflion. | | 
So much of the Witnefles i» general, we ſhall next confider them 
ſeverally in their order. > wy, © 2 


The firſt was Henry Challen, and deſervedly, for he is ſecond to 
none ; of whom 1 ſhall ſay no more than that thus was the man that 
ſince {wore for Mr. Thompſon, of which mention was made before. 
Now ,if the Reader will but firſt enquire, of any intelligent impartial 
perſon, that was preſent at that tryal, what he ſwore there; 1 am content 
he ſhonld afterwards credithims, as far as he thinks he deſerves in. 

The qa was William Stone.Thu ( Reader ) was he that ſwore 
I ſaid the words twenty times. Now, let any man that ever heard me 
preach believe thus if hecan ; and let all men judge what a credible 
Witneſs this ts, when they kave heard what enenty-men, that heard me 
preach, 
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preach, ( whes this man ſauh, I uttered choſe words twenty times over) 
ſay to the contrary ; which they ſhall by and by macs with. 

The third was Edward Lickford. T his man came to my houſe the 
»ight before he ſwore againſt me ; and after ſundry proteſt ations, that he 
w4s none of thoſe that courrved the deſign, then carried on againſt me, 
ached me Whit 1 would propound and offer for the Ropping that Cc- 
hign ; for he told me he was confident he conld yet do tt. 1 knew the 
11a, and therefare ſuſpetted a ſuxre, and gave him no anſwer but this, 
that 1 knew wy own innocency ſo well, that 1 was aſſured, unleſs men 
would xerjure themſelves, they could not hurt me ; and if he could pre- 
vent any ones comm ſſion of that ſin, they would recerve a greater benefit 
thereby than my ſelf.Tet he urged for another anſwer again and again, 
but 1 diſmiſſed bim without any other anſwer. 

T the forer th was James Longley, who for this peece of ſervice was 
created Clerk by Mr. Thompſon ſo ſoon as he had poſſeſſion. When it 
ws reported that be mas tobe a witneſs againſt me, an honeſt man,of the 
Pariſh, went to bim,aud ached htm whether that report was true ; He 
replied it mas. Why, what can you reitifie againſt Ade. Beaton? re- 
pPlurd the other. To which demaxd be gave hips this anſwer, 1 will teſti- 
fie that Mr. Beaten ſaid, The King cauſed his death by marrying 
an Idolatry woman. Are you ſure theſe were the words ? ſaith the 
ather. Yes, {aith he, that 1 aw ; 1 ams ſurethoſe were his very words, 
uſing @ ſtrong eſſeveration.. And thongh, being urged by the ſame per- 
ſon to repeat the werds, he ft: confidently affirmed, wuthout the leaft 
variation, that the words were Igolatry woman ; yet he differed every 
tine wore 07 leſs in the others. Which being obſerved, and he being told 
that be and hu fellow Witneſſes would, i all likelihoed, diſcover them- 
ſelves, by their contr1diciing themſelves, and one avwather : No, no, 
ſaith he, Mt. T hermpſon bath proiniſed us, the words ſhall be read 
co us out of a Paper. Of all this 1 was informed by this man, who 
heard bins ſpeak. theſe words. Wherefore on the day of tryal ] made a 
w20tz0n to the Juli ices, that ao paper might be read, giving the rela- 
tion for my reaſon ; which motion was ſeconded by three Tuſtices, but 
iu was carried againſt them by the majer ie; and they, this man 
that had affirmed with afſſeveret1ons, thet the words were Idolatry wo- 
man, 4d no other, fore Hirlog and adulterous woman. Now Rew- 
der, 1 appeal to thee whether, whey the Reverend ReQor wexe reads 
thenivth Commandment, 1hzs Cleark ( whatever the Fanaticks 
(ay to the contrary ). hath vat great reaſon to cry ant, fox Himſelf and 
bis Companions, 483d have mercy upon ys. | 

The 


The laſt was John Collen, whore 1 do exceedingly pity,above thew 
a (though Ipity them all.) This young man;1 can prove,was pronp- 
1ed JuSF. as he was call:d 1n ;. but heving a worſe memory than any of 
them ( though none of them had ſuch aone as men of their profeſſion 
ought io have ) he forgot the firſt part, and ſwore in theſe words : He 
14; that the Queen was a karlot, and an adulcerous woman ; and 
being ashed whether 1 told what Queen, anſwered, that I ſaid the 
LBaeen that reigned Iaft in Englind ; and being ached whether 1 ſpake 
of the King, anſwered, he did not hear me ſfeak of tbe King at all, 
which was indeed the very truth, for he confeſſed ſince to an honeſt man, 
that he was at H-\lemore when theſe words were ſaid to be ſpoken by 
me ; axd his elder brother coming a lutle after to my houſe, deſired 1 
world forgive bis brother, for he was meerly drawn in to do what he 
did. Sure, by this time, I may conclude my Reader fully ſatisfied that 
no credit at all zs to be geen to theſe five credible Witneſles ;' and 
he will be ready to conclude this following Certificate, though alone, ſuf- 

ficient to beflance a hundred ſuch credible Winteſles,yet after ſo plats 

a diſcovery needleſs. Yet having promiſed it, and referred to t,1 have 
xow annexed it. 

Whereas Mr. Nehemiah Beaton, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Lur- 
garſhalin the County of Smſſex, hath been accuſed, that abour the 
[atterend of ſerch, or beginning of April, 1660. in a Sermon 
preached on Prov.2 1.1, he utcered theſe words, viz. Tha the late 
King cauſed his own deathby marrying with an adulterous wonaan,and 
a barlot, whereby he adulterated his whole Generation : We whole 
vaires are underwritten, Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh, and his 
conſtant hearers, doreſtifie, and are ready, when called lawfully 
thereunta, to confirm the truth thereof by our oaths,1s fallewerh, 
I, That we were not abfent from the Chureh, neicher on any 
Lords day, or other day, when any Sermon was preached by him, 
in our Pariſh Church, 1s March, April, May, or Fane that year, 
2. That Mr. Beatoz preached not on Proy.21.1. either in (Macb 
or April, nor un:1ll the latter end ef Jay. 3. Thar hedid not, in 
any of the Sermans preached on that rexr, ſa. much asname the 
late King or Queen, nor dtd we ever hear him then, or at any 
other time, uſe that, or any other exprefiion.of a like ſenſe. Nay, 
4.. We know that we may ſafely ſwear, he never uſed them in any 
of thole three monerths fore-menttoned, nor we believe arany 
other time. Sure weare, that by the Sermons we have heard 


frem him, and che private diſcourſes we have had with him, we 
: judged 


. judge | him to be one that truly defi:ed his Majeſties happy reſt au 
ration. Laſtly, Wereltifie, chat we are witneſſes of his holy, un- 
blameable, exemplary, peaceable converſation ; painful and prot. 
rable Preaching,Carechiling, and other Miniſterial duties ; ſo thac 
we ſhould elfeem his removal a drexdful curſe upon this place, 


' Richard Lamnder,of Ranifold. Thomas Wallis. 


John Hook. Richard Lannder, junior. 
John Allen. George Wakeford, 
Richard Mills. William Boxold. 

Fohn Cooper. William Wakeford. 

John Launder. 

Edmund Carter. And many others. - 


1 muſt deſire thee to obſerve, 1.That though there were many more 
that were confident of my innocency, yet becauſe they had but once or 
twice been abſent,in a quarter of a year, they were mit capable of certi- 
fying for me ; for they that witneſſed againſt me named no day nor cer- 
tay moneth. 2. That twoof theſe wrote my Sermons, one in ſhort 
hand, the other in long hand. | 

But what though ? have more than balanced the teſtinonces of thoſe 
five credible perſons ? 7t ſeems 1 have Hydra to fight with, and when 
1 have cut off one head, five grow inſtantly in the place of it ; for, ſaith 
J. Thompſon, and rwenty tive more being ready, if required, to 
depoſe the ſaire, 

Although, when 1 firſt read this paſſage, T verily believed it was as 
notorions a Thompſoniſm as ever man called Miniſter was guilty of : 
Yet I muſt confeſs, Obſtupui Reteruntque comx ——— ot ont of the 
leaſt fear of this his numerous reſerve, but becauſe, whether true, or 
falſe it renders that Pariſh, rowhich I bear a moſt hearty affeftion, ſo 
miſerable and odious. 1f it be falſe, how could it be more unhappy in 
a Miniſter,unleſs the father of lyes himſelf take orders, and ſerve him 
a3 he hath ſerved me? If true, that beſides himſelf, and the five cred:- 
ble Witneſſes there are yet ewenty five more to ſwear that filſhood ; 
then ar one and thirty it puts down all the Pariſhes in England. But, 
Reader, 1 hope thou wilt be more charitable than to believe, that there 
are twenty hive, yea, or five more that dare do what this man affirms 
they are ready to de. Sure 1 am, 1 have ſpoken with many, very many 
' of Lurgarſhal, and the parts adjacent, about this paſſage ; and they are 

moſt confident it is a falſe and fiule ſlander. 
Bat 


} 

Bat what if he had five hundied to ſwear it ( as who knoweth bur 
there may be ſo many Knights of rhe Poſt ix England, and if there 
be, 1 know vone more likely to know thens ) doth he think , that judici- 
014 and impartial men cannot, or will not diſtinguilh berween ſwearing 
and proving ; or that Witneſles are to be valued by nuinber, and not 
by weight 2 But it ſeems, Reader, Mr. Thompſon fears an after- 
clap, and hath muſtered his forces for a ſecond hearing, for he ſaith, 
they are ready. For my part, though 1 do not pretend to much reading 
or learning, yet ſs much Pailoſophy 1 have-learned, that & privatione 
ad habitum non datur regreſlus ; and ſo much Hillory have 1 read, 
that 1 know alſo, that that Axiome faileth almoſt as ſeldome in Civil 
and Poliick privations, as inprivations natural ; ſo that, m that vaſt 
ard large Catalogue of oppreſſed and ejected Innocents, which both 
ſacred and prophane HiStory preſents us, you cannot find ſcarce one of a 
hundred that was ever relieved or reſtored. 1 do not therefore feed my 
ſelf with hopes ef enjoying again what 1 am moſt unjulily deprived 
of ; though yet of this I do not deſpair, nor ſhall decline any but ſeek, by 
fit means opportunities of effefting ut ; but theſe are not the hopes [ 
live npm wor about this do 1 at all trouble my ſelf, but dz 1n patience 
poſleſs my ſoul z bring aſſwrea, that if here 1 have not a ſecond, or 
wore ſuccesful nearing, there is a day commg, in which it is impoſſible 
the avarice or malice of an Informer, che perjury of Witneſſes, or 
partiality of Judges ſhould hurt me. This 1s the day I look for, avd 
deſire to prepare for ; and much beiter would it become, and anre high- 
ly deth it concern Mr. Thompſon $9 make ready againſt that day, in 
which there will be ſomething ſavcs or loſt that is more worth than the 
ReQory of Lurgarſhal,or Empire of the World. And if there ſhould be 
rwemy five,or five, or one, that have liſted themſelves,and are ready 
to ſwear this noterions fallhood y les me beſcech then; to think ſeriouſly 
of char day,ard caſt up what it will profit them, by endeavoxring to de- 
prive me of my _ or good name, 2 loſe their own ſouls, 7 ſay, to 


loſe their ſouls; for though 1 dare not ſay wth Chryſoltome, (a) It is a chryſ. Hom. 
impoſſible char any perjured perſon ſhould be ſaved, yer chis 1 may 12.in AG.Ap, 
ſafely ſay,that as a mas can hardly commit a greater fin, ſo there is no © 5199-3» 


fon of which fewer repent,e,d eſe cape thereby the damnation of hell. For 
a man totell alie to a Magiſtrate,ſs1t:rg in the place of God,as a judge; 
this is, wth Ananias wot to tye wnto Man,bwt God. For amantohiſs, 
therefore to kiſs that bleſſed Book , . the Goſpel of truth, that be 
may thereby betray and deſtroy his innocent brother ; doth not this 
prove him: poſſeſſed with Judas his _ For a man to w—_ all 

elp 


help from God, all benefit by the Goſpel, 5f he ſpeak not the Whole 
rrmb, and nothing bur cbe tr#th, ( for ſo be ſaith, So help me God 
and the contents of this Book ) when he ts ready to ſpeak, what he 
knows not tO be true, or knows certainly to be falfe ; rb: i, by 
being witneſs againF## his brother, to become his own judge, and ro 
paſs a ſentence ſo terrible upon hineſelf, that even devils would rrem- 
ble at it'; and yet be eballengerh God to execute it. 

An4d now, what if thus haſt known a man commit this fin, or fins 
( for it breaks both T ables at one Blow ) and yet he hath neitter with 
Ananias, fallen down dead \n the aft, or, With Judas, fallen down 


headlong and burſt. aſunder after the at ; nay, what if thew hadFt 


known a ſinner commit this evil an hundred times,and yet his daies 
be prolonged : Yer think wet beter of the fin, nor of the ſinners 
condition, nor be encouraged thereby to commit it ; for, unleſs he re- 
pent, he ts but reſerved for greater puniſhments. That large roll of 
Curſes, twenty Cubits long, and ten Cubits broad, rook its flight 
from the Temple, at thevery inſtant 5» the which he committed that 
fin; and hath been ever ſince upon the wing, andit will enter into 


- the houſe of him that ſweareth falſely by the name of God,and 


it ſhall remain in the midſt of his houſe, and fhal| conſume ir, 
ith the {tones thereof, and the timber thereof, Zech.5.3,4,5- 
The Lord grant, that the guilty may prevent the execution of this 
dreadful doom by a ſpeedy, hearty, and thorough repentance ; and 
that all others may hear and fcar, and do no more fo wickedly. 
Which t all | have & ſay of | his Witneſfes, either already ſworn, or 
who, he ſaith,are ready to ſwear. He next informs rhee who were 
-2y Judges. 


s James Thempſon. 
Before nine of his Ma jeſties Juſtices of the Peace,at XMidhurſf, 


- onthe 19th. day of Decem.laſt( chough three of the ſaid Juſtices - 


ro0k little notice of it, viz, Mr. Shir/ey Mr. Henry Onſl:w, Mr. Lee, 
and refuſed ſubſcription ) a Judgment was ordered to be drawn 
up, and ſigned by the other fix Juſtices, that the faid JV, B. bad 
malicioully preached againſt his Sacred Majeſty that now is, bis 
Right and Succeſlion to the Crowns of theſe Realms z and that 
he ought not to be confirmed-into the ReRory, into the which 
he had.intruded, 


N. Beaton. 


N, Braton. 


Of my Judges 1 w4s reſolved, once, "ro have ſaid wothing ; not on- 
ly becauſe, Non tutum eft adverſus eos ſcribere, qui pofſunt pro- 
{cribere, but beranſe they all of them profeſſed, they paſſed this Sew 
rence moſt uowillingly, 4ud therefore only did it, becauſe the Witmeſ= 
ſes ſwearing as they did, t { ar they dxxſt not but do it. But ſee» 
ing Mr.Thompſon will xceas tell the world who they were thas re- 
fuſed to ſubſcribe the 7udgment ; 1cannot but ſay, that I heartily - 
wiſh he had as welt told whothey were that did ſub(cribe it ; and then 
1 ſhould have been moſt willing to have left it tothe Readey+ judg- 
ment, after the reading of this vindication, whether deſerved t 
greateſt honour. But p__ hath net, I ſhall not. 

That Mr Shirley, Ar. Onſlow, Adr. Lee refuſed ſubfcription 
is moſt true; but that they took lictle notice of the Charge, the 
Witneſſes, &c. is a maſt impudent Thompſoniſm. Foy they there- 
fore refuſed ſiebſcription, becauſe they took notice of what others 
| didnot. e-fnd if evey that {econd hearing come, of Which you 
ſeems to be afraid ; you and othirs will find, they took, ſo much notice 
of ſome paſſages ( not fit for me to mention, yet highly conducing to 
my Vindication ) thas you wil have no advantage, nor others credit. 
by their taking little notice, . Z«t why talk 7 of «ſecond bearing ? 
Afr. Thompſon world fain gull hit unwary Reader into 4 belief, 
that my Canſe hath been twice heard aud judged alreadys For 
faith he, ; 


Tames T howpſov. 


Which Judgment was immediatly flopt by a Writ of Certis- 
rari; yet afterwards w.s rnd into the Crown-office, 'and 
upon the motion of Sir z7:/;a9; Fild, in the publick Courr of 
the Kings Bench, at weſtminfter, upon reading the Record, con=- 
firmed by my Lord Chief Juſtice, and three more of his Maje- 
Kies molt reverend Judges, upon the eleventh day of Febraary 


Backs en ene A I 
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VWild,che Lord Chief Juſtice, the moſt Reverend 7 ndges mentioned; 
#nuleſs ro perſWade the ReaderthatT had a ſecond hearing ? Bui thus 
he durſt not affirm, it would have been too groſs. Let the Reader then 
kzow, that thuugh I therefore obtainad a Writ of Certiorari,becarſe 
1 was informed it-would produce a ſecond hearing ; yet 1 found my 
Self wholly deceived, for no Witneſs was examined pro or COn, nor . 
enquiry made into the truth of . any matter of fat, or the merits of 
the ( anſe,&c. What advantage then ts this tohis Canſe now ma- 
naging againſt wy Reputation ? What if the Fudgment had been thus 
. confirmed a thouſand times, s it any proof of may gmilt ? 

But, Reader, we have beth now appealed ( he by printing hu 
Charge, 1 by publiſhing my defente ) to Court of Equity, thy 
Conſcience; and bere, /ure, the reading of the F ndgment, or his 

ſuggeſtions, wil not without more ado produce a confirmation. But 
thou wilt hear and weigh both-parties, and then, though my Adver- 
ſary, being firſt in his own tale, wighe ſeem righteous ; yer when 
thou haſt conſidered, how T have come after and ſearched him, 7am 
as certain 1 ſhall by thy juſtice be abſolved, as Ar. Thompſon i 7 
was by the Jultices condemned. Which abſolution:of all ſober uxby- 
aſſed perſons, though it leave me as far from my Living as before,yet 
world I not exchange, for more thay my Adverſary enjoyeth by my 
condemnation. For theugh a good name be not, 4s preciexus 4s it 
6, to be namid with a,good.contcience ; yet it #5 tobe prized above 
a goed, yea, the beſt Living. | 

Bur if «t ſhould be the lot of theſe Papers to fall into the hands 
of perſons whom malice, prejudice, or intereſt will not ſuffer ro re- 
ceive ſatufattion ; or at leaft will cauſe ftill ts pretend they are un/a- 
rzfied: As I regard not their.cenſures, Jo can 1 eafily foreſee, and 

cold as eaſily obviate and axſwer all their cavils and objetions; but - 
ſoeall take notice only of one, for the ſake of ſome honeſt, 'but very 
weak perſons, whom they may think to ſtartle with it. 
ObjeQ. But can any man imagine, that (uch a Charge conld be 
forged, or framed without any. ground? That. five men wonld have 
ſmornat that ,&c. £7 "ade 3 By 
Anſw. Corfider, Readrr, whom theſe Objeftors Wenund whilſt 
they thus ſtrike at me. They not only offend and accuſe the whole 
'Generartion of the righteous, 4x: do Crucifie again the Lord of 
*Glory, and put him to open ſhame. For, if a man muſt needs be 
-Puilty becanſe accuſed , or canner be innocent becanſe condemned: 
"Thaw what an impoſter and Matefattor muFt he be, wind hate; 
1,"p8 © Aarmiels, 


harmleſs, feparate from ſinners. For he was accuſed of blaſphemy, 
condemned 45 a Iraytor and enemy to Cxiar;hu proſecators Prieſts, 

the witneſſes many, and of conſiderable quality. And if they thus 

cailed, and condemned , the Maſter of th2 houſe, « it as 

wonder, ihat they deal thus with thoſe of his -houſhold? ar. 

10-25. 

1 am accuſed forcalling the Queen Harlot, Adultereſs. why, 
with the very ſame train did the devil blow ups the Miniſtry of that 4. pid. vitaw 
holy-Father,end faithful ſervant of Chriſt Chryſeſtome. (4) Ad- cry per Pal- 
verſus Joannem calumnias truunt, Sermones ipfius quoſdam af- «9. D acon. 
ſumentes, & ut dictos-in probrum Regine invidioſe divulgantes. — _ 
T hey forged calumnies againſt him, taking hold of ſome fpeeches of ;;. 9.niks 4 a 
his, and maliciouſly ſpreading and diuulging them, as ſpoken in diſ- 
frace and reproach ef the Queen. But What ſtirred up his Accn- 
ers ? why, he had ſo freely and ſuarply reproved their wickedneſs 
and prophaneneſs. that they reſolve ſome way or other to rid them- 
ſelves of ſuch a burden, .and this was the likelieft way. what if 1 
never ſþake againſt his Majeſties right. of Succeſſion ? Yet 7 had 
ſpoken againſt ſome mens Smearing;Curfing, Debauchery,+c, and 
that Was not put intothe Aft for confirming of Miniſters, as a cauſe 
why they ſhould not be eonfirmed,and the other was. 

1 ſhall conclude With the words of the learned Biſhop Sanderſon, Biſhop Sandey- 
for they are, as bis uſe to be, worth the tranſcribing. That there /9*S:rm.1.2d 
ſhould be mighry ones ſick with longing after their meaner oma =—_ 
neighbours vineyards ; that there ſhould be crafty heads to con- RE 
rrive for greedy great ones what they unjuſtly defire ; that there 
ſhould be officious inſtruments, to- do a piece of legal injuſtice 
upon a great mansLetter ; that there ſhould be Kinghts of-che 
Poſt, .co depoſe any thing though never ſo falſe, in any cauſe 
though never ſo bad, againſt any perſon though never ſo inno- 
cent ; thatan honeſt man cannot be ſecure of his life, ſo long as 
he hath any thiog elſe worth the lofing : Of all this ( /aith he ) 
here is an inſtance in my Text. He doth not ſay that of all 
this my Caſe i an inſtance,nor will I now : but when any man goes 
about to ſhew wherein the parallel failes, he may know more of my 
wind; till then no more 45 to my oWn vindication. 

Bur thongh 1 began with my own vindication, 4nd have hitherro 
ſolely attended it ; yer ſhall I not conclude, till 1 have alſo vindicated 
that noble Knight, Sir Richard Onſlow, from thoſe ealumnies and 
_Randers which in this ſheet he hath publiſhed again#t him; ow 


hath done ms the hoxour to abuſe me with that worthy and honour able 
perſon. With whoſe indication 1 ſhould have begin, as the more con- 
' fiderable ard noble ſubjeft, had not I conſidered, that till 1 bad cleared 
my ſelf, 7 ſhould but ſully another by undertaking his defence. And 
here, though 1 ſhall not ſet down his words at length, as before, yet ſhall 
1 n8t do hins the leaft wrong, but give thee the ſu-ſtance ( ſuch as they 
have ) of them. Only firſt 1 muſt acquaint thee with the occafion of 

this bus Schedule. | | 
Some malicious perſons bad publiſhed ſeveral Libels againſt Sir Ri- 
chard Onſlow ( for the ſmoak of envy and detraBtion will alwares pur- 
ſur the farreft ) in which they accuſed him to be the great enemy, and 
eje&gor of many learned, loyal, 2nd Orthodox Divines. That #, 
they accuſed Maccenas to be a hater of Poets, and Alexander an ene- 
1 tovalour. Well, agawiſt theſe Libellers Collonel Garcrner ſexds 
ont a hue and cry ; which he diſcovers the folly and failnood of 
that accuſation ; and names many learned, loyal, Orthodox Divines, 
whom Ser Richar:! was 4 refuge to 4x the late ſtorms, and amongit 
#thers ( his only miftake ) reckons wp thic Jarnes Thompſon. which 
1 call a miſtake, zot that Sir Richard had never done hins a Cmrreſie, 
but becanſe he reckons him among Learned Orthodox Divines, 
Now im anſwer to this hue and cry of Collonel Gardiners comes 
forth thus narrative. A great part of which he ſpends in telling his 
Reader what he hath done and ſuffered m the late Wars. Six times te 
was impriſoned, but for what we do not know nor where, nor by whom. 
I fear (ſaith a ſober Royaliſt, that ſuffered much for his Majeity, un a 
book of his recommended by Dr. Hammond ) if the Martyrology, 
even of theſe ſuffering times, were ſcanred ; YVenm, and Bacchus 
would be found to have many more Martyrs than God and Loy- 
aly. But what if he were fix times 1mopriſoned, and for his Loyalty g 
whats that ts Sir Richard Onſlow ? Truly, as much as any thing that 

folleweth. © 

Por how, think_ you, deth he prove Sir Richard Onſlow: eurned out 
Orrhodox Divines. hy he names ſeveral that were turned ont 1n 
Surrey, and ſome of them: Within a few miles of Sir Kichards houſe; 
and then, ſure, any ſober, loyal, Orthodox Divine will conclude 
Sir Richard turned them out. 1s not this rare Logick? Sure his 
Shalford Commoners, that preferred thoſe Articles againſt him, which 
Sir Richard pat wp ## his pocket, would have uſed berter than this, or 
they had nat deſerved to have lrved on a Commun among Geeſe. Sup- 
poſe one of thoſe Articles was, that Mr. Thompſon was gailey of 
Fornication ; 


Fornication ; ard they had had no better proof of it than this, that [c- 
veral baſtards were born in Surry, and of ſome of them within no leſs 
thin wo miles of Mr. Thompion ; 1 ans very confident, if they had 
hal no better prasf than this, if Sir Richard bad been hzs Judge, he 
; would have taken ſome no-ice of it, and refuſed ſubſcripuon, 

el, but though ke be ſs bas an opponent, it may be he 1s a much 
better Reſpondent ; which x5 the task he next undertakes, For Col, 
Gardiner had named Ar. Smith, Mr. Outred, Mr. Smith of 
Sheer, /4r. Bradſhaw, and fr. Thompſon, as men whom Sir Ri- 
chard had nſed his intereff to preſerve in their Livings. Mr, Thompſon 
denies it,and theſe are his reaſons. Mr.Smith was a very civil perſon, 
Mr. Ontred was 2 great Mathemarician, favoured by Mr. Selden, 
and laid by Mr. Thompſen and Mr. Smith in his grave. Mr. Smith 
of Sheer lived-39. years within twe or chree miles from Sir R;- 
chard, and was old and blind. Mr. Bradſhaw he had no acquain- 
cance with. And will avy mannow ſay Sir Richard was a means of 
preſerving theſe mes in their Livings ? But far himſelf, though, after 
all that he bath ſaid to the contrary, 1 ans ftill of oppmon he was be- 
holding ro S;r Richard : Yet 1 maſt do bins that right, that he hath 
ſufficiently made it appear that Col. Gardiner greaty wronged hins 
1s Tmbering him among thoſe perſons befare-mentioned. Sothat,l thick, 
he may be for ever ſecure from any fear of ſuch anather 1njury. 

And now, Reader, thou mayft wnderfland the meaning of that which 
follows that relatien of my E jeft ion. For he brings it 11,45 an inſtance of 
Sir Richards enmity to Orthadox Divines, and to him in particular. 
his words are theſe. 


F. Thomp[on. 


Such, notwirhſtandins, was the zeal of Sir Richards aftetions, 
ro Orthodox Divines,and to me in particular ; that he put in a Ca- 
veat againſt me, unturned abour che latter end of December, and 
Ropr my Inftiturion, ſeveral weeks , to my great trouble and ex- 
pence, &c. And this he did, thongh he had been afſured of che 
truth of rhe premiſes againſt him, by a perſon of honour, and 
knew the Judgment to be confirmed in WeſtminFer Hall before 
the Reverend Judges. 

« N. Beaton, 


Here is Sir Richards offence,aud thewtwo wonderful aggravations 
of 


of it. And what if allthis were true, that Sir Richard entred's Ca- 
weat notwithſlanding, &c. It would amount to no more than this, they 
Sir Richard Onſlow was willing to have ſucconred and relieved av 
innocent perſon, alrbowgh he knew he had many and great enemies. 
But, Reader, here are again three moſt notorious Thompſoniims, 
For, t. Sir Richard Onſlow never entred any Caveat againſt hins 
:n December vor any other moxeth, 4s 1 can prove by above hve Wit- 
neſſes, whom thou wilt count credible. 2, 1 aw authorized from 
Sir Richard to aſſure thee, that no perſon of Ronour, vor without ho- 
nour,ever came to him to ſatisfie him of the truth of the Charge. 3.But 
theſe are nothing te thus laſt, Ir. Thompſon tells thee, he entred 
this Caveat in December, though he knew the Tudgment was confir- 
med i» Weſtminſter Hall. hy, when was that Fudgment confir- 
wed? Myr.Thompſon told thee but now.it was net till the eleventh of 
February following. So that Sir Richard Onflow knew i» Decem- 
ber that the Judgment was ga 1 February felowing. 1 confeſs, 
1 knew a very Loge meaſure o kowledge wight juſtly be attribmted to 
S:r Richard Onſlow, but never thought we might ofordde fore-know- 
ledge ts bins. Wilt thou think 1 have dealt too harſhly with this man 
'l will never write one line of truth ? How # it poſſible to anſwer 
178 more Civilly thas 1 have doneunleſs thou wouldft have me not diſ- 
cover his falſhoods ? 
But 1 am very glad this ungrateful task,, which his malice unavoi- 
dably conftrained me to, is almoſt at an end. For he concludes in theſe 


words. 
Fo T hempſon . 


And now I hope, though the Collonel be a Kinſman of his 
( Sir Richard Onflows he means ) he will be no enemy to truth ; 
but will acknowledge, Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates, magis amica 
veritas. For thele are the civilities I muſt confeſs to have received 
from Sir Richard Onſlow ; and ſhall expe the like, when he hath 
p_ to ſhew them, and I occaſion to uſe them ; which, to uſe 
1s late Majefties words to me, in another caſe, immediatly after 
Edgetul fight, I hope will be, ad Grecas Calendas. 


N Beaton, 


That Col. Gardiner may call Plato, Socrates, and truth it ſelf 
Triends, the char: Aer I have had of him, from good bands, abundantly 


ſan'sfies 


ſaticfies me. But for your part yon have; ſufficiently proved thatyou are 
altogether aſtranger to.Blato axd Socrates,' ard. av tier enemy to 
truth. 1t is hard for 4 man that knows you only by this Schedule, to de- 
rer mine which are  oclt, eur Tncellectuals orMorals. For there are but 
few lines 1» which we can findeuther ſenſe,reaſon,or truth, Laine, 7 
confeſs, we find ſþilt upon all occaſions without any choice or diſcretion ; 
PO Lap [> eſt of Sword-man and _——— fure, thoſe be- 
zoxred friends, for whom only you ſay you intenged.this Schedule, will 
admire you ac.agreat Scholard. Bur alas they are ſuch pitiful old ends 
and (hreds,chat when 1 had read them, 1 could not forbear remembr ing - 
Overburies Charafer of aDunce, ( but / will not apply it, theugh [ 

ale), 3/2 it ) His jelts are either old flead Proverbs, or lean ttar- 
ved hackney Apophrhegms,o: poor verbal.quips, out-worn by Ser- 
ving-men and. Tapfters. But though 1 cannot hinder it but mngenton + 
Readers will ſmile at your Wit and Latine; 7 will warn them, as they 
Ieve themſelves, to take heed how they deſpiſe your Logick 3 for thowgh 

ut ſeemath ſo pitiful, yet if ever they have that experience of you] 
have bad, they will find. you. anexcellent.man at .proving ;- and that 
Ariftot le;Plato,anaSocrates were but meer bunglers ts you. For if onee 
ou bring your. five,or amy ar the comrover (16.18 at an end gand ther - 
_—_— are ftept. But 1 haſten to bus concluſrox.. As.che King cold 

\ME,C&'C- | ” 0h; | 
What did the: King tell him? ' Her hoped Sir Richard Onſlow 
would. never have any pow-r tilt che Greek Calends. That had - 
been to his purpoſe indeed, and more to Sir Richards diſhonoxr. than a 
rhouſand ſach Schegules ; but no ſuch matter, hetels 1s it was in ano- 
cher caſe. Therefore. the King 1s queted for amoſt pitiful Proverb, 
which every T ayler and Barber bath wors threadbare.., What learged 
Loyaliſt, that bears a due reverence, to themenory of that learned 
Prince, ca», without indignation, read this your conaluſios ? What 
monuments hath he left behind hins of -his Wit and Eloquence ! Hzs - 
Learning aud Wiſdom was ſuch, that it was admired by the greateſt * 
Enemies of his Perſon, and comtemmers of his Authority... And nm/t 
he be quated for a pitiful Proverb that would ne credit a School-boy ? 
But it is Mr. Thompſon that.is to be credited by the quotattam, for 
that's the deſign of it, that we fhonld know that. the. King ſpake to 
Mr.Thompſon. - Bur. for that we heveenly Mr. Thompſons word ; 
which if in this in ſign;ficant buſineſs me fould takes, he: mexld hot pers 
haps rin mich wir ww by. if ew lt ge Mig 
ES EY E —j 7 = 2 


in my filence, but alſo fowid. that it dath exceed 


- ly intleed ſaid to hint hed tharfellow didy who buving been i Cott, 


Vaponred nmch among ff hes Companions 1 the Commry T0 chas the King 
ha+ſpoken to him : The truth of which being qneſtiont,and he ur- 
ed to ſay what it was 5 Why, ſaith be, Rood1n che Kings way,and 
he ſaid ro me, get you out of my way, your unmannerly Coxcomb: 
That Ar. Thompſon might give his Majeſty ſomtrfuth provocation 
r0 ſpeak ts hins, theſe that know the impertinency, x4'rhe 1mpudence 
of the man, will not judge very improbable, oO Oo 


This is all [ intend now to ſay to him. To which if he fall bay the 


forehead to reply, it ts my reſo{mron to throw awity no more boars aper 


him. For I know it ts :mp»ſſible he ſhould ſa thing againſt the 
ruth of any = of hes es tion. which oy Rankin hat rh oy 
Will read it, cannot, by the help of -t, eaſily diſcover to be falſe or frivo- 
lous. And;ro uſe his'late Majeſties words on fuch at occaſion; My 
patience; I chink God, will better ſerve me to bear, and my ch#- 
rity to forgive, then my leiſure ro anſwer the many falſe aſperſwons, 
which ſome men have (or ſhall) catupon me.” po Bee | 
. 'The foregoing anſwer to the falſ© and ſcandalous Nattative of 
Mr. Thompſon 7 arew up as thr now haſt it fo ſoon as I could pro- 


. cure one of them. But when 1 ſhould according to my owe reaſon, and 


reſolution, rhe advice, and expeRarion of others, have ſent it to the 
Preſs, that unreaſenable wevillingreſs to be ſeen in Print, mentioned in 
the begmuing of this Preface,ſo far agminprovailea,that 1 threw it by,and 
for ſome moneths it hath now lain by me, or hadft think now, nor I think 
ever bees troubled with it, had not 1, not only been informed lately out of 
thoſe 'parts how mmch my adverſaries and accuſers glory and triumph 
| ta ingly aviineate 
Afr.Thompfon to further mnjurics.” For within theſe few PAP he hath 
commenced a ſuit avaſt me for dilapidations.; chough it be notoriouſly 

k»own that T left 5 arſonage houſe. and buildings by many pound. 

better thay 1 found them, and found thens as fair and good as moſt Mir 
nfters honfes in Suſſex. But what if he had found. it as old,rotten, ru;- 
ned boſe ;&c. We have a Proverbs, Thar it isnor fir ro look a given 
horſe in the miotith. . Sure 3t wer? far mare anreaſonable to look in the 
menh of "a ollen'one,” But, was it cve? heard that ſuch.a oxe ſhould 


£ 5 


ſe theriohy owner, becamſe be was not yourger, or require him to fur- 


wi bing with Bridle and. Saddle t Huw Mr Thompſon came by my 
houſe js privy will hes, «HE £7 he would beve forced m 
to furnlſh For nothing th # Þaft he: : By 38 how [wing ae 


FGercip: CP uhin forbeth; Goltytedt Raider; ff 


Ty ihe hits, 
* Manife# that winht fit ut in each fillets It Stadicy. aud Pulp 
that CMiniftry Which tt hath 7ecer0bd of the Lovd, bur s falleh Ins 


t> the hays of one-of thoſe Miniſters, which Padl himſelf */o feared 
#hat he begs the prayers of others that he might be delivered from 
them, viz, (ec ) Uarcaſonable, aed Keohees , 


: (45 we rexudey #2 Theſ 3.1. 


it,) bat unreaſonable and troubleſome men it may be rendered. Fee 714.04 Lap. 
alas ! there are others in the world who are far more to be pitted, and © $4. mn loce 


whoſe miſery lyeth heavier on my fpirit than mine own troubles aud 
boſſes, 1 mean thoſe miſerable Flocks that have ſuch devourin 
contentious beaſts, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in the place forecited, 0þ- 
truded on them for Shepherds, ſuch lewd and lying Miniſters as 
that Prieff: pine of whom Sir Thaamas Moor [aid jeftingty, That he 
would not for any good hear him repeat the Creed, left he 
hould cake it for a lye coming out of his mouth. That there ave 
many ſnch Prieſts amongſt us is too evident ; What hope there is 
that thoſe places which are plagued With them may be freed from 
them, the Sermons which are ws, xr pxt into thy hands will inform 
thee; which, though they ak o wean, and plain iv reiþett of ſtjle 
and compoſure,. that Withoub. af Sftvitable neceſſity it Would have 
- beenignrance-and arrogance to Wnt made them thus publick, yet 
are they, as to the matter of them ( 1 am ſure ) ſo txue, honeſt, and 
wuſefnl, that ( under ſuch a neceſſity ) I am not at all aſhamed that 
the Wor id ſhould know who preached them. They Were prepared for. 
«plain, very plain Country Auditory, withont the leaſt imagination 
that they ſhould ever have been made more publick than the prea- 
ching of them made them. But it being ſworn pofitively that it 
was in theſe Sermons preached ow Prov.21-1. that 1 muttered thoſe 
words for which 1 was Ejefted;it ſeemed abſolmtely neceſſary for my 
windication-thar F-fonrid-prinr theſe Sermonr'; which 1 have done 
without concealing, adding, or altering any thing, which might 
wake them have any other ſenſe than they had when preached. 4), 
1 think 1 may ſafely fay, that it is ſcarre-pefſible to print a Ser- 
mon -more exattly as it was preached. And the truth of this, net 
only mine own Notes in which ( as my conflant cuſtome 1s ) 1 pen- 
ned every word that 1 intended to deliver, but alſo the Notes of 
others who wrote the Sermons from my month when 1 preached thens, 
-will reſtifie, Now they ave thus againit 'my will gone abroad _ 

: | i 


Pray will the Lord but 19-g haxayt nds tht | 
ſenuls of men®» Nay, could 1 bat. hat , 
bertered by reading them, it would + forge 
troubles and ſufferings they, have ( by no fault of 

froned to : 


Little Horflead, 
Nov. 4.1661. 


Their unworthy Author 


Mebemiah Beaton. 


PRroOv. 21.1. 


The Kings heart tr in the hand of the Lord, az 
the Rivers of Water He turneth it whither 
ſoever He will. 


P, 2-<d Onſidering ſeriouſly with my ſelf the late 
great and wonderfull Revolrrions, the re- 
{tzuration of not onely the Royal Family, 

- but even of Royalty ic ſelf, my rhoughts 
directed me to this Portion of Scriorure, 
as a moſt ſerſonable and ſuttible $bj:& 
ro d:\courle of at this tune. And truly 
I do not know any Tex: in the whole Bi- 
ble which may more proficably ar preſent 

be handied in Englavd, than this. Of which opinion I think you 

will all aiſo be ere I have finiſhed my Diſcourſe from it, 
Be pleaſed to obſerve in the Tex theſe rio Parts : 

I. A moſt plun and full Afertion of Gods abſolure Sove- 
raignty and Supremacy over the greateſt and mott pocent perſons 
and things in the world ; The Kings heart ts in the hard of the 
Lord. 

2, A moſt elegant Illuſtration of rhe truth of char Aſſerti>n 3 
As the rivers of water he turneth it whitherſoever he will. 

Firſt, I ſay, this is moſt fully and plainly afſerted ; for if Kings, 
yea the hearts of Kings, are ſubje& ro his Do-ninion, then cer- 

B rainly 


(2) : 
eainly no perſons or things in the world are exempted, 

1, Amougall creatures in the vitihle world, none 1s ſo hardly 
rul'd a8 man ; though many ocher in vreagh excell him, yer his 
firengrh match'd with ſo much ſubrilty and a&tivity, render him 
a'\molt unruly creature. 'S. James tells us, James 3. 7,8. that his 
eangue, one of the leaſt of his parts, is more hardly tamed, than 
any o:her creature ; and yer ſee here in my Text, this maſterteſs 
and unruly creature tam'd and turn'd by God at pleaſure. 

_ 2.. Yet higher ; as man of all creatures, ſo Kings of all men, 
are molt difhcultly govern'd, they ſeem ro molt men above all 
government or controule ; do they things never ſo unreaſonable 
or unjuſt, who may ſay unto any of them, What doſt thou? Ec- 
cleſ.8.4. Againſt thens there i no riſing up, Prov. 30.31, Well, 
but as great as they are, and as abſolute as they ſeem, even they 
alſo arein the hand, and altogether ar rhe diſpoſe of this greac 
Jehovah, He tarneth them mhuther ſocuer he pleaſeth. 

3. Once more, and yet higher, not onely man the highelt of 
vilible creatures, and Kings the higheſt of men, bur even the 
heart, the moſt ſubtle, abſolute, unruly parc of man, yea the hearr 
of Kings, which commands in chief, and rules theſe rulers, this 
alſo isin the hand of the Lord, and he twrneth it, &c. 

4. Nay fourthly, In that che Holy Ghoſt doth nor barely affirm 
thar God can rule and govern Kings, but makes uſe of this notable 
metaphorical expreſſion, his having his heart in his hand, we muft 
not let it paſs without obſervation; and it ſeems to me purpoſely 
deſigned to prevent the excepting of rhat part, viz. the Heart or 
Will, from Gods dominion ; which wretched opinion, though ic 
have no countenance from any place in holy Scripture, yet meets 
it not with ſo notable andplain a check in any as in my Text. 

For this expreſſion imports theſe rwo things : 

1. The poſſibility of Gods ruling the heart or vill. What is 
certainly in-our power to do, we uſe thus to exprefs, Ir is in my 
hand, ſuch a ones life or eſtate are in my hand, z.e. 'tisin my 
power to deprive them of it, There are many things which we 
cannot do, not ſo much for want of ſtrengrh, as becauſe we can- 
not Cone to touch or-reach them with our hands. The hearr, 
though it be a thing that no creature can come at, yet God can 
touch it, and turn ic with his hand. | 

2, The. Facility and Eaſineſs of it ; alas, how eafily can we 

curn 


(3) 


run our hand abour, and chat with ir which we can well hold in -.&>&- 


' it? aseafilyas we can turn our hand; can God turn the hearrs of 
Kings, which he hath and holds in his own hard, 

Secondly, This crurh ſo plainly and fully afſerred,is moſt clearly 
1Hluſtrared by an apt and elegant Compariſon ; As the rivers of 
waters, &c. Thar 1s,either 

I. As Rivers are in Gods hand, and are by him eafily turned 
gem or that way, ſo alſo are Kings hearts curned and guided 

Tre 
£4 Or rather thus : As Rivers which have a motion of their 
own, and are of themſelves carried in this or that channel with 
great violence, as theſe by che $kilfull and induſtrious hand of 
the Husbandman,by Trenches and other Arrifices are turned and 
carried this or that way,as may belt ſerve his profit : ſo the hearcs 
of Kings violently inclined-rhis or that way, are yer by rhe skil- 
full and Omnipotent hand of God Frequently turned, and forced 
co alter their reſolutions, and do that which ſhallmoRt-conduce to 
his own Honour and Glory. | 
Tm WR thus opened, this great Truth lies obvious in 
them : 

That God hath,and exerciſeth ſach a Soverargnty over, and abſo- 
lute dominion on the hearts even of Kings, that they muſt as what, and 
can do nothing but what he pleaſeth. 

Confirmation by orher Texrs of Scripture this Doctrine needeth 
not, it being bur the Text in other words ; nor 1s ir-neceſſary ro 
ſpend much time in the explication of terms, there being bur 
one word that requires it, that is the heart. By which(to omirredi- 
ous and 1mpertinent Diſcourſes of the ſeveral acceprations of rhe 


Obſerv. 


word in Scripture) I conceive with Agninas, the Will principally cordas nome: 
intended in my Text, yer I dare nor ſay onely intended ; and A4- 44 volunratem 


quinas his potizes ſheweth him to be of the ſame opinion ; and 
cherefore leſt we ſhould miſs rhe ſenſe of the Holy Ghoſt in this 


poliue qu1m 
ad mte!ve- 
tum bor loco 


place to any part of ir, we ſhall take in the Underſtanding and perriner, A- 
AﬀeStions, for each of which the heart is moſt frequently pur in quin. 
holy Scripture. Andin ſo doing we ſhall obſerve that rule given 
by great Divines, That words of Scripture are to be expounded 
in the largeſt ſenſe they admir of, and theplace will bear. 
By the hearc of the King then we ſuppoſe meant, his-*- 

1, Underſtanding. "x" 
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(4) 
2, Will. 
3. Aﬀe&tions, 
And then ournext work will be, to ſhew how God hath exer- 
ciſed his Dominion over each of theſe. Of theſe1n their order, 
and firſt of the 
Firſt, The Underſtanding of Kings ; Thus God hath, and doth 
exerciſe his Dominion over chem ; and that 

I. In away of Mercy, furniſhing them with that Wiſdom, 
- Spirit of Government,and thoſe excellent Endowments of minde, 

which the difficulties, uncercain accidents, and dangers of Go- 
vernment, make abſolutely neceflary for a Prince. Solomon teb> 
lerh us, Eccleſ.10.10. that in mechanical imployments wiſdom is 
profitable to dire& ; and we ſee for the meanelt and eafieſt handt- 
craft, ſeven years apprenticeſhip to learn is thought but ſufficient. 
Surely King-craft, as King Faxes was wont to call the Art of Go- 
vernment, requires much more time, ſtudy, and abilicies, trogo 
in andour before a great People of various tempers and diſtem- 
pers. Selomon thought it required an extraordinary meaſure of wiſ- 
dom, I Kimgs 3.9. and what wofull work hath the want of it cau- 
ſed in the world. Now this Wiſdom and ability to govern, which 
Princes that have had the beſt Education and all other advantages, 
have not been ableto acquire, God can immediately and ſuddenly 
beſtow and infuſe. He can take Saw!, a man of the ſmalleſt of the 
Tribes of 1ſrael, and of the leaſt of all the Families of the Tribe, 
I Sam.9.21. accuſtomed ro mean and baſe imployments, ver.3. 
and wirhourt the help of Study or Turors,, all on a ſudden can fill 
him with all that Knowledge, Wiſdom, Skill, and Prudence, 
which 1s neceſſary romake a wiſe and h1ppy Prince ; in a moment 
he ſhall have another hearc , and be curned into anorher man, 
L Sam.10.6,9. 

2. Inaway of Judgement God exerciſerh his Dominion 
over the Hearts and Underftandings of Kirgs,in infatuating them, | 
and ſpoiling them of that wiſdom and diſcretion neceflary for 
them, yea which they ſeemed to have ; ſo that rake a King, of 
greateſt wiſdom and experience,. whoſe Policy and potent Abili- 
ties make him rhe wonder of che Age in which he lives, God can 
at any time, when his greateſt Concernments are in greateſt dan- 
ger, cauſe him to aft beloiy the diſcretion of a very child or ideor. 
When. Nebuchadnezzar is boaſting of. his Greatneſs and "on, 
an 


(5) 
and gforying in that Wiſdom and Policy by which he had obtain- 
ed them, he-is immediately by chis King turned into a Beaſt ; 
chat is, as himſelf reacherh us to interpret ir, deprived of the uſe 


of his underſtanding and reaſon, Dar.4.34. Mine nnderſtanding. 


returned to me ; and ver. 36. my reaſon returned to me. Take buc 
one Inſtance moe ; King Rehobvam, 1 Kings 12. from v.1. 0 
v.18. he was the Son of thewiſeſt of Kings, who doubtleſs was 
very exa&t inthe education of this his only Son, and left him ma- 
ny wiſe and able Counſellors : yer this King ſhall you ſee, when 
his Crown and Kingdom lay at ſtake, play the Game like a very 
fool. TJeroboams anointed King, watcheth an opportunity to ger 
poſleſſion of the Kingdom, and now hath mer wich it; the diſ- 
contented and burdened People are gotten together ; Jeroboam 
heads them, comes wich them, and peritioneth thar cheir intolera- 
ble burdens may be taken off; his wiſe Counſellors ſhe him his 
danger, and acheap and eafie way to eſcape it ; 'cis but to difſem- 
ble his diſpleaſure, and give the Peoplea few goed words, and he 
may defeat Sauk and ſecure the Kingdom to himſelf for ever, 
there was no more in it.;/ and yet ſo fooliſh andſotcith 1s he, that 
he refuſeth this, rakes a contrary courſe, and ſo loſech cen Tribes. 
Well, now he ſees his error, ſure we ſhall finde him hereafter wi- 
ſer; the miſchief he would nor prevent he now ſeeks to cure, 
and therefore ſends one to appeaſe the People ; bur ſee here he 
commirs a greater error than the former ; the People are crying 
out of Taxes, Burdens, and Tributes, and he ſends a Tax-gatherer 
Adoram, one whoſe imployment made him meſt odious and hate- 
full to the People, the fight of whom doth further enrage chen ; 
they ſtone him wich ſtones ; he'll quench the fire with chrowing 


on of oyle. But it may be all this proce2ded from the weakneſs of 


the mansparts, and ſo nothing to our preſent purpoſe. No ſuch 
matter, v.15. tisſa1d expreſly, the cauſe was from the Lord. 
Secondly, By the heart of the King, we- underſtand the will of 
the King, which certainly is here princtpally intended, for turn- 
ing 1s properly of the Will. - Now this alſois in. Gods hand, and 
he exerciſerh dominion over ir. The Will is that faculty by which 
weimbrace or refuſe any obje& ; and as it is free in its atings, a 
ſelf-determining power, ſo it 1s commander in chief in the Soul, 
all other powers and parts muſt obey ir, even the Underſtanding 
ut (elf, in reſpedt of its exe: ciſe, is ſubjeR ro the dominion of it, 


Well, 
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Well,but chis ſupreme power of theſoul,in all cheaRts of ir,is ſub. 
32& to the common of God. 3s 

...1, What hepleaſeth rhar ſhall it intend and reſolve, though 
otherwiſe, it would never he been in all-cheir choughts. How 
comes Artaxerxes a Heathen tointend and reſolve he re-huild. 
ing of Jersſalem; and to grant Nehemiah alt vhat he defir'd for 
the promoting of that work ? 'Neh. 2. 8. This the King framed ne; 
according to the good hand of God upon me. How came it imo his 
heart to write ſogractons a Letter to give ſo large a Commiſſion to 
Ezra? alas this would have been far enough from him, kad nec 
God put it intohis heart, Ezra7.21. Bleſſed be the Lord who hath 
rs ſuch - thing as thus into the Kings heart, to bvantifie the Houſe of 
the Lora. 2) 

2. As hecan make them intend what otherwiſe they never 
would, ſo when they have of themſelves, according to their own 
proper apprehenfions and humours, intended, purpoſed, and re- 
ſolved, then can hein a momenrquite alter and change theit de- 
rerminations, and cauſe rhem to inrend and reſolve quire con- 
rrary. Inſtances of this we have many, but ſhall conrent our 
ſelves with one famous and notable of Ahaſwerrus in the Book of 
Ether ; he by the ſuggeſtions and perſwahions of Hamer his Fa- 
vourite, fully reſolves the deſtru&tion of the Jews ; to this pur- 
poſe Letters are written and ſealed wirh the Kings Ring, ſent our 
by the poſts, who are haſtened by the Kings Commandment. 
Efth. 3.12,13,14,15. What now ſhall 2fordecas, Eſther, and 
the poar Fews do? is there any hopes that they can change the 
Kings Reſolution ? No, they deſpair of it ; they have but one 
comfort lefr, and 'tis this in my Text, that God had his heart in 
his hand, and could turn it. To him therefore do they ſeek ; and 
wait by faſting and prayer, Efh.4.16. and with God they do pre- 
vail ;. and immediately after by what-a ſeries of ſtrange and won- 
derfull Providences doth God turn the heart of this King? as you 
may reade at large in the fifth, ſixth, ſeventh, eighth,ninth Chap- 
ters of that Book, which I defire you to reade at leiſure, and you 
will conclude with me, rhat chough the'Name of God be not 
found in all that Book, yer the Providence of God, and his Do- 
minion over the hearts of Kings, are moſt viſible and conſpicuous 
in It. | 
Thirdly, If by rhe: heart of the King 1 this place, we ym 

ftand 
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Rand che AﬀeCtions and Paſſions of the King, his Love, Hatred, 
Anger, Fortitude, thus alſo is his heart in the hand of the Lord. 
I, They muſt love whon He will have them love, and whom 
otherwiſe they would never have regarded. How came Dare! a 
poor Captive in favour at Courr, Dar.1.9..will reſolve you ;” New 
God had brought Daniel ima faveur and tender love with the Prince 
of the Eunnchs, 2. He catcaute them mortally ro hate whom 
they have before molt loved and.do:ed upon. Whon over night 
they featted as ſpecial Favourites.. tae next mormng they ſhall ad- 
Judge to the gallows, Ef#h,7.: What a ſtrict League and Friend- 
ſhip was between: Abrmelech and the Schechemites ? they help him 
to his Kinzdom, and are therefore the onely men with him ; bur 
God will break the League, ang turn this Kings love into hatred, 
Tadg.9.2 3. Then God ſent anevil.ſpirit betweers Abimelech and the 
wen of Shechem. 3. Their Courage and'Valour, without which, 
however otherwiſe furniſhed, they are altogether, unmeer for the 
Regal Office, this God can furnith:them with, or deprive them of, 
He can make the feebleſt King as David, and the Houſe of Da- 
vid as the Angel of the Lord, Zech.12.8. On the other fide, He 
can cauſe the heart of the King to periſh, and the heart of the Princes, 
Jer.4.9. And cauſe the heart of theſe nughty ones to be as the heart of 
a woman in her pangs, Jer.49.22. 

I have but one thing more to do E're I come to Application, 
a give yon the Reaſons and Grounds of this Point ; which are 

our. 


I. God hath a moſt abſolute Dominion over Kings, yea the Reaſons. 


hearrsof Kings : .For even they, as. well as any others, are his 
Creatures ; and nothing can be more ridiculous and abſurd, rhan 
to imagine that the Creator ſhould nor be able to-rule his Crea- 
ture; that he ſhould make a Creature which he cannot maſter. 
Kings and rich men, as well as SubjeAs and poor men, are Gods 
Creatures ; The poor and rich meet together, and the Lord is the Ma- 
ker of them bath, Prov.22,2. Tea, the hearts of K mps, Plal.33.15. 
He faſhioneth their hearts alike. No wonder chan, herrher can do 
nothing without God, who were made our of nothing by God. 

2. Kings are preſerved and upheld by God, and can do nothing 
without his concourſe ; *ris in lum they live, move, and have their 
beings, Afs 17.28. They cannot move or a according to thoſe 
Natures and Properties beflowed on them 1n Creation, wichour 

| Gods 


Applicat. 


_ 


*) 


Gods immediate concourſe; ſo that every aftion of theits is from 


God as the firſt, and themſelves as the ſecond Cauſz. Muſt nor 
He then be able cogovern them and their hearts in all their Moti- 
ons and Oferations, ſeeing they cannot move or ſtir, bur as mo- 
ved and acted by. him ? Suppoſe an Arciſt ſhould make a Clock, 
and not by weights, but with his own hand ſhould turn the wheels 
about, is not heable co make 1c move more faſt or ſlowly, or hin- 
der its motion by taking off his hand ? God faſhioneth the hearc, 
and with his own hand cauſeth and ruleth its motion. Certainly, 
cher ir cannot think or purpoſe any thing withour him. 

3. Therruth of this Do&rine may be demonſtrated from 
the Omniporency of God. Were the heart of any Prince or Mo- 
narch too ſubtle, (tiff, or tubborn, for him ro turn or rule, here 
were ſomething he could not do, and fo we might ſay of his Pow- 
er, Hitherto it canreach, but this it earmot do. Muth.19.26, is no- 
table to this purpoſe, with mas this is impoſſible, but with God all 
things are poſſible. The occaſion of thoſe words briefly was this ; 
Chriſt had affirmed it impoſſible for a rich man re be ſav'd, v.24. 
wh'ch exceedingly amazeth the Diſciples, v.25. and they cry out, 
Whe then ean be ſaved? why, ſaith Chriſt, with mean this is impoſſi- 
ble ; thatis, if -men have riches lefr to themſelves, they will cer- 
rainly love ana ſer their hearts upon them ; and the hearc thus ſer, 
cannot by all the power of men be tak2n off and rurned to God, 
ſo that with men this is impoſſible that ſuch an one ſhould ever be 
ſaved, but with God all things are poſſible ; that is, he is able to 
rutn their hearrs from Riches ro himſelf. 

4. WerenotGod able to turnandrule the hearts of Kings, 
how could he know and reveal what they will do, before they have 
any thoughts or purpoſes of doing any ſuch things ; 'yea, long be- 
fore they have a being? God rells Moſes before hand, what en- 
rertainment his Meſlage will finde, and what Pharaoh will cer- 
tainly do, Exed.4.21, He revealeth what a good King Jofiah ſhall 
be, how zealous again(t Idolatry before Joſiah was born, 1 Kings 
13.2. | 

I. Learn hence to admire and adore this glorious Power of 
the great Jehovah. When the Mariners ſaw Chriſt conmand 
and govern the Winds and Sea, they cannot but worthip him, and 
wonder at his mighty power, that was able to matter and rule ſuch 

wſterons and unruly things, and cry out with admiration, What 
mANKCT 
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maeecr of nan #s this ? Matth. 8. 26,27. Behold here a greater: 
wonder ; the heart of a King, much deeper, and more hardly 
fathom'd than that great Deep, rhe Will and Reſolutions of tha 
Heart, more heady and hard to be turned than the ſ\vifret courſe 
of the mighrielt waters, the Afﬀections and Paſſions of a Kivg, 
more. furious and .boyſerous than the higheſt and fiercelt wind;, 
ſearched and ſounded, - turned and changed, quiered and allayed, 
withour the leaſt labour and royle, by the great God of Heaven. 
This is one of the greatelt diſcoveries of the great and infinite 
power of the moſt high God , and therefore requires our. molt 
heedfull obſervation, .and higheſt admiration. : For, chough, as 
S. James ſaith of the Tongue, 1c be bur a lictle Member : though 
the Heart ſeem bur a ſmall and contemptble varc, yer 1s 1t more 
hardly rul'd than any ocher part of man or creagute whatſqever, 
You may far more eahily hold the hand, tamEthe tongue, top 
the foot, and govern all ather parts, than this., Sooner may = 
leaſt child conquer the kierceſt Lion and Rirongz(t Golzah, than rhe 
oreateſt King ; yea the mightieſt Angel turn che, hearr of the wear 
keſt. woman. The arm of a Sampſon may ſerve to rend a Lion ; 
bur ir requires the Almighty Arm of. an Infinite God to rend the 
hearr of man. When you hear therefore God in Scripture ſaying, | 
1 will make them a new heart,1 will gre thems another heart,Can you 
forbear wondring ar this power ?, Itis obſeryable, rhar. char proud 
and haughty. King Nebuchaduezzar, who had ſeen the wiſdom 
of God inrevealing his ſecrets ro him, Daz. 2.47. .Who had ob- 
ſerved the mighty power of God in preſerving his Servants in the 
midft of the fire, which greatly aſtoniſheth. him, Daz. 3.29, 
yer neicher of theſe _ him ro ſo high a pitch of admigation 
a: when he ſay and felr God exercifing this:pojver, and dominion 
over his hearr. . What humble Confeſſions, .whar notable expreſſi- 
ons doth this extorr from-him ? Dax.4. throughout, eſpecially v.23. 
How great are his ſigns ? How mighty are his wonders ? Hs kingdom 
93 an everlaſting kingdom,&c. Lec us give then unto God the glory 
of rhis his mighty power ;- and look upon this, as indeed it 18,1016 
of the moſtglorious diſcoveries.of that power. lr is indeed a very 
{ately and lofry expreſſion of the grearneſs of God; and valineis 
of his power, that he hath gathered the wind in his fiſt, Prov. 30.4. 
And thar 1s yer higher, 1ſa.40.12. Who hath meaſured the waters 
ſpars Buc 
mernumks 
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merhitiks this exceeds rhe all; rhar he lhiblds the hearts of Kinjsy 
in his hand,and turnerh theme c. ns Hinds 2 | 

2, As this ſhould raiſe our apprehenſions and eſteem of God, 
fo ſhould ic teach us nor tothinkof men, no'nor of: Kings, more 
highly chan we oughrro think.” How coinmonly doth the ourward 
ſplendour, Majefty, and glory of Kings and extthly Po'entares fo 
dazle the eyes of poor Mattals;rhat chey miſtake themfor Deities, 
and ſeeing them ſo lngh, conclude there is nothing above them. 
If Herod, arrayed in Royal apparel, fir uport his Throne,and make 
att Orarionro'the people, they are ready preſently to cry out : 7t zs 
the voitt of a God and mit of aman, Alts 12.21,22, Well, but now 
this Text and Dearine underſtood, believed; and ſeriouſly wetgh- 


edby us, will prevent fach horrid bfaſphemics, and convince us 
that befde rare wickedneſs, there is ſortiſh tgnorance and 
mich childiſh folly bound up in the heart of fuch fins : For if the 


hearts of Kings, even at that time when their glory and greatnefs 
do moft amaze us; be ih! the hand of the Lord;alas !. how weak and 
contempridle then are hey in compitiſon of Him. They are not 
Maſters of rheir own hearts, they know not what they ſhall pur- 
poſe, think, reſolve, or do the next moment ; as ſhadows they 
hve botnbin of their own; Comparethem indeedQich men, 
how 'grear ate they ? Whom they will they can ſlay, and whom 
hey will they can keepalive, whom they will they ſer up, and 
whon they will they put down; Dan.35.19. All under them muſt | 
obey chem and comply with rherh. Bur now compare thern with 
God, and they that thus command others ate commanded by an- 
Sher, what he willech and determines that muſt they do ; ye, 
when they tranſgreſs His Precepts they do bur fulfill His purpo- 
ſes ; whar therefore the Prophet ſaith, to ſhame men our of the 
b:uitiſh fin of Idolatry, may we apply to this R_ Hertells 
them, that the beſt of their Tdolls; after it is molt curioufly carved, 
and when they have laviſh'd never ſb much Silver and Gold upon 
them,yet even then are they nor able coftir themſelves, They #ſt 
needs be born becauſe they cannot $9, fer. 10:5. The very fame, Iſay, 
may we affirm of the mighriett Monarch inthe World, when he 
feemeth moſt formidable, even ſuch an Idoll is he,compared with 
God : notable to ſtir or move hand or heart of himſelf, but mult 
needs be born, which way God .wilt carry him, that'way muſt he 
needs go.; thoiigh therefore we muſt honour, fear, and reverence. 
| Kings 
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Kings as they are Gods Delegares, as they bear rhe Sward from 
him, for him, yer muſt we ll.cemember they ace/bur men,and if 

they command that which cxoſſerh rhe command of God, gr-if 
the conſideration or fear of their greatneſs,be{like.ro draw. us-from 
our allegiance and obedience tothe great God, ler us then call ro 
mind and meditate on this truth, and whar we have heard” this 
day ; andif they or any other ſhall ſay,are not your Lives, Eſtates, 
and all ourward enjoyments.in the Kings hand ? Then ler us con- 
ſider and fay, yer is not myHeart in 42 Kings hand, and fo.he 

"cannot force me toſin uynleſs-I will, bur. che-Kings heart isinthe 
pm hand, and therefore he cannot cauſe me- co-ſuffer_ynleſs the 
Lord-will. 0 | V1 

3. IscheKings beart in the Lords hand, ehen learn hence £0 
whom tbe glory and praiſe of all che gnod char is in che-hearr of 
any King, andoof all that-gopd -chat bishandfingerh.go do, to 
whom, I lay, the glory of 3t.i5 due, and.to whom to. pay. it,1/even 
co that God rhax rhus gives hun path ro will and/to do of his own 
good pleaſure. -For though we-mult.noc defraud or rob the King of 
the honopr and praiſe of . his Graces, Virtues, or virtuqus Attions, 

25 there bis, as a ſecond, isferiqur,yer true cauſe of them ; yer 
Muſt we be ſure to give God the -—_— as the principal and 
Kit. moving cauſe ; He is; thar-Sun and'Father of-Lights, from 
whom rheſe glorious Stars xeceive and borrow all char light and 
good which they communicate to.45-: And this brings merothe 
-Occafion of this daies meering, and to move you ro.the great duty 
ofthe day, * The Reaſons declared, by Parliament for ſerring this 
.day apart.asa day of ſolemnbankſgwing are: theſe: Thar js hath 
pleaſed the King graciouſly to declare his firm adherence tothe 
-Proteſtant Religion, his tender oye and-regard to the Civill Li- 
.bercies of theſe Nations, -bis great efteem of, and affe&tion to 
'Parliaments,- his gracious Pardon.to-all thoſe rhar have in any 
kind offended him; his.declining ;Ferraign aſſiſtance, . rogerher 
: With many other gracious and excallenc expreſſions which his Ma- 
jefites Declargtion.and Letter, are full of.--- Now as we-mult give 
unto Ceſar.the things that are Caſars, - have grateful, duciful, and 
loyal apprehenſions of his Princely goodneſs, and have our affe- 
Qtons raiſed and heatts,engaged by at ; fo muſt we be ſure this 
day to give unco God the things thatare Gods, by looking farther 

- and higher than the King, x King of _Kugs, that bath 

. 2 Put 
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Put this into his heart, who could have ſo infatuated his under- 
ſanding, and hardened his heart, that he ſhould have been quire 


/; deaf ro all moderate Councils, and taken ſuch raſh and violent 


Courſes as would have proved' deſtrutive to himſelf and theſe 
Nations. O ler us ſee' and acknowledge the finger and hand of 
the Lord in all this, andin the words, and with the ſpirit'of holy 
Ezralecus ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord that hath put ſuch things as theſe 
mnto the Kings heart. Bleſled be the Lord thar bath ſo wonderfutly 
exercifed his dominion, not only over his hearr, but on the hearts 
of Parliament, Army, and Navy, to jeyn as onemanir bringing 
rhis abit.” - Hethar ſhould this dayrwelvemomh' have ſaid, thar 
what we nov behold ſhould have been, and that withone che effu- 
fion of the leaſt dropof bloud, would not have gained'credit in 
any place. That an Army engaged by Oath and Incereſt againſt 
it, an Army, whoſe valour and ſucceſs had quite difpirited rhe 
Narion, ſhould have their hearts ſo awed, and their hands & held, 
that either they will not or dare not interpoſe ;3/'O this is rhe 
Lord's doing, and it ſhould be marvellous inour eyes! Well then, 
let us not rob God of the glory of theſe mercies,-' yea, ler him 
alone be exalted by us. We ſhould nor defraud the King, Gene- 
ral, Council, or Parliament of- that honour and praiſe they have 
ſeverally deſerved, bur yer we ſhould look-on God as the Prinmm 
Aobile,and: his hind as rurning thefe Wheels about: All this while 
he hath had and held all their hearts in his hand. Come therefore-- 
ler us rejoyce in him this day, and glory in the God of our ſalya- 
tion, and beware that we make nor this a day ! of wickedneſs and 
provocation, inſtead of a day of thankſgiving and praiſe.” To pte- 

vent this 3 + 120832 44 BR: 
I, Let us ſee, acknowledge, and be ſenfible of every oneof us 
his own and the whole Nations finfulneſs and great unworthineſs 
of ſuch-a mercy. Alas, if we conſider what wickedneſs is amongſt 
us, how byall ſorrs and kinds of 'fins we have provoked the Lord, 
WE may wonder thar inſtead of the 'vdiee of: joy: that we hear rhis 
day, the Lord had not cauſequs to hear the voice-of weeping ; 
= confuſed noyſe of -War,: and to-have ſeen Garments rolled in 

loud. (15.5 £311 \7.þ Wr$ 168 WP 

2, Let us vive the glory to-God;; we are {0 apt to fail herein, 
and *'cis a fin that the jealous God ts ſo-highly proveked by; thar 
akchough I_have..already much preſſedit, 1 camo: but. owe more 
0 - ure 
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urge it upon you, God will ler no creature ſhare with him ; if he 
have not all che honour he reckons he hath none, yea, he counts 
himfelf highly diſhogoured. | 

3. Let us prize this mercy according to its werth, and let us 
nor, becauſe we have not all we look for, over-look all that we 
have. Conſider how unhkely 1t was nor long ſince that we ſhould 
have been in fogood a condition asnow we are. Certainly, what- 
ever any of us may think nov, we ſhould have thought this a great 
mercy, if the Army and late uſurping Power had gone a little 
farther : Truly God hath exceeded our hopes m this mercy. 

4. Ler us beware of provoking God, now he is'coming towards 
this Nationin a way of mercy, toftop and turn from us,and do us 


hurt after he hath done us good. 


« F+ Laltly, If there be in us any fear of God, any love to rhe 
King, ler not any of us dare this day to call or count that an ex- 
preſſion of joy and thankſgiving which 4s a breach of Gods Law, or 
that tends ro his diſhonour. © - | 

Thws far on day of Thankſgromg. Afterwards, upon the com- 
ing forth of the Kings Proclamation __ Prophanneſs, Ireſu- 
med this Text on Fawe 10, having read the Proclamation, and re- 
peared the foreyoing uſe, I added to it bs followeth': | 

Ler us bleſs God for this moſt ſeaſonable Proclamation, and for 
all thoſe pious and gracions expreſſions in ir. To what a height of 
impudence in -fin were ſome graceleſs wretches grown amoneft 


us, Drunkenneſs, Sweating, Curſing and reyiling thoſe tha retu- 
Jed to: run into che ſame'exceſs of rior with themſelves ; theſe 
were, and yet are'the dayly praQtices of* triany in all places; and of 
.fomein this place ; and' 

-prov'd themſelves ſubje&s and vaſſals1o the Prince of darkneſs, 


though by this their wickedneſs they only 


yet they cloaked over their abominable' vittany -wirh pretences of 


loyalry and-affeRtion to the King,and this their prophaneneſs they * 
dard. to call, and expe& that orhers ſhould count a — 
N 


thereof. Tn the mean timerhoſe chat had aty fear 'of God, a 
rrue -affeion ro the King, were $rieved at the very ſoul at this 


horrible wickedneſs, . knowing ir did highly offend and provoke 


God, diſhonour, yea, and endanger the Kings Majeſty, and there- 
fore they earneſtly beſought the Lord that he would put ir irito his 
heart to difcountenance; and "give ſome check to this' growing 


- val, by declaring his dereſiation and-abhorrency-of theſe their 


teyrd 


* Onethat 
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lewd courſes : And the Lord hath heard then, andgiven them the 


. verydeſire of their hearts, For how fully and excellently hath his 


MajeRy declared himſelf ? So fully that we may ſay, #hat cav.the 
man ſay that comes after the King ? Hear again his Majefties words, 
Pulchra ſunt bis dicenda-; aud {1 I again repeated his Majelties De- 
clarationco them. 

And here becauſe * one of thoſe hath openly affirmed, ſome 
few daies ſince, that this was nor, nor could not he the Kings De- 


ſwornagainſt 1.ration, but Was; put out by Some Rogues in his Name. I ſhall 


propound and anſwer that ObjeMon, t 
ObjeRt. Hew de we hnow that this 1s the K rigs own Declara- 
tron ? 
Avnſw. 1. Let us inquize whence it isthat theſe ObjeRors are 
thus doubtful. FH 
2. Let us conſider how offenfie theſe words are.  : 
x. Forthe firſt, 'Tis becauſe ir- fo.extreamly: diſappoints ;and 
croſſes their hopes and expeQtations ; ,men .ats alwaies-very:back- 
ward to believe what they paſſionately defire ſhauld befalſe. Had 
ic been a Proclamation-fof the encouragement. of Vice and'Wic- 
kedneſs, you ſhould never have heard any.one of -rheſe made any - 
queſtion of therruch of ir. 1 - i= bog 
2, Take notice of the great offence - theſe Objeors are guilty 
of : I. This their doubting, aud theſe their words are full of re- 
proach,and very injurious £0 the Kings or gy = ear becray 
them ;\you may ſee by this whar-:thqughtrs-theſe men have had, 
- and ill have of the-King. They thought :him echer cfuch a 
one as themſelves ; a lover and. encourager of -Prophaneneſs;elfc 
what meaty they when chey ſay, this-eannot; bethe Kings Decla- 
ration ? Now what-can-be more <iſhonourable-'ro: the King? 
2.Their words fhew you xvhar that love:and afteCtian rorheKing, 
of which they boaſt, was grounded 6n, v:z. 2 bope and perbyali- 
on that he would not croſs them mm their fntul courſes: 3. Thete 
wordsare guilty of Rebellion, they opetragaproall diſobedience; 
ir ſeems if any Laws-and Proclamations come. out which-Ccrofs our 
 defires we may decline obedience, and ſay, they are none of the 
Kings Laws, none of fis Proclamations. | 
Bur -£o leave rheſe, and conclude-rhis Uſe. Let. all of us bleſs 
God for chis mercy, . this 1s the way tochave more mercies in this 
kind ; God can-make him yer a farther and greater. blefiing to theſe 
Nations ; 
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Nations ; arid let every one of us-in our place obſerve and obey 
this Proclamation, and bringro puniſhmenc thoſe that will nor. 

- 4. 'Fhis DoAtrine informs, which is the readieft and only 
ſureway toobratn ariy good for our ſelves or the Church of God 
from the King ; for if God have his heart in his hand, -can we 
bur make ſnre of God, if we wreſtle wich him by Prayer, and 
prevail with him, the buſineſs tis done ; he can command the 
heazc of che-King, and cauſe it ro-meet with our defires.: Solomon 
diſcovers and fecrerly checks the folly of thoſe thar negle& this 
courſe, Prov.29.26. Many ſeth the Rulers favour, but every mans 
judgement cometh from the Lord. As if he ſhould ſay, Men char 
deure to obtain any thing of Princes, they preſently run ro him, 
bur alas they beginat the wrong end ; would they begin at God, 
though that ſeem the fartheſt way abour, *tis the neareſt way to 
ſpeed ; for every mans judgenyent 15 from the Lord. As if he had 
faid, The Prince of himſelf cannot diſpoſe of his own favour ; 
wharever your requeſt be, the ſucceſs of it depends upon the wilt 
and pleaſure of God. Hence we finde, that when any of Gods 
Szinrs have had a Suic at Court, they have firſt made their Addreſ- 
ſes ro the Court. of Heaven. Thus Nehenr:ah defiring leave and 
help from che King to rebuild Jeruſalem, though a Courtier and 
Favourite, yet will not ſeek the Princes favour in this affair, till he 
bad firſt begged of God to grant him mercy in the fight of that 
man, Neh.1.1 1. Proſper, 1 pray thee, thy ſervant this day, and grant 
hins mercy im the /ight of thisrman., Though then thou haſt nothing 
it may be co beg of the —_— thy ſelf, yer if thou art one that 
carelt for the proſpericy and happineſs of the Church and Kingdom 
in which thou liveſt,ſee here a way how thou may*lt be ſerviceable 
rothem, and promote their happineſs, Beg earneſtly of God to 
exerciſe his Dominion ovet the heart of the King in a way of mer- 
ey, that he may be a nurſing Father to the Church, and a terrour 
to evilldoers. How plainly are we co'nmianded, * T7m.2.2.to 
pray for Kings ? Ic is out of queſtion, that 'tis our difty ; bur this 
Text and DoQrine may exceedingly encolttage and quickery usto 
the perforinance of this duty. It was one great end Why T chooſe 
this Texr, thar I might excite and provoke my ſelf and you faith- 
fully ro diſcharge our duty in this point, that we may nor onlyin- 
compliance with the con:7ands of Authority, or for any carnal 
advantages pray publickly for tre Kings Majefty, bur thar —_—_ 

0: 
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do it hearuly, conſcienciouſly, and conſtantly ; To engage us 
whereunto ler us ſeriouſly weigh theſe fosowing conſiderations : 

Firſt, Conſider the condition of the greateſt and beſt Kings is 
ſuch, that they Rand in great need of the prayers of their religious 
and fairhful Subjects. For, J 9442 1 

1, They are men of like infirmiries with others, though they are 
called Gods in reſpe&t of their Office, yer are they bur men, made 
in all things like toone of us, fin nor excepted; they have need 
cherefore of ſanRifying and renewing Grace, which none can be- 
{tow bur che hearr-changing and ruling Jehovah, and for the ob- 
raining whereof, even tor Kings, the effeRual fervenr prayers of 
the righteous avail much. 

2. As they areof like infirmities, ſo are they liable to greater 
remprations than others. x 

3. They are uſually ſurrounded with Flatterers and evill Coun- 
ſellours ; and the molt probable way and means to prevent the 
danger of temptation, and defeat the deſigns of ſuch . Coun- 
ſellours 1s prayer. 629 

Secondly, As their condicion is ſuch that they want prayers, ſo 
our own condicion,eicher as Members of thz Church or Common- 
wealch, is ſuch, thar we had need pray much for chem ; for if our 
prayers do them good, they do us good,the whole Church and State 
fares the better for them ; under God the happineſs and peace 
both of Church and State depends on them. i 

Thirdly, This is the beſt and higheſt expreſſion of our loyalty ; 
to pray heartily for the Kings health is a better teſtimony of our 
affection and loyalty to him, than the drinking his health. _ 

Fourthly, This 1s ſuch an expreſſion of loyalty and affection as 
nothing bur want of heart and will can render us uncapable of ; 
we may be unable to expreſs our loyalty by rich preſents, by coun- 
ſell,by fighting for him,&c. bur nothirg can hinderus from pray- 
ing for him bur the want of loyalty and true affeRion. 

Fifthly, This is a ſafe way to'obtain. any good you defire fron 
them, either for your ſelves or the publick ; ſafe, I ſay, in reſpe& 
of fin, it is a courſe God hath allowed us ; he hath forbid. us re- 
fiſting Authority, or by force roendeavour the procuring what we 
deſire, be it never ſo juſt or good, bur he hath no where forbid us 
the ule of this weapon. _ | 

Sixthly, As. this is a ſafe way, fo 15 it the good old way which 
the 
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the Saints and Primitive Chriſtians have trod before us ; the ar- 
cient Chriſtians,though under heathen Kings,and perſecuting Em- 
perours, knew not, ſo far were they from praRtizing, the wicked 
Do&trines and opinions of the lawfulneſs of oppoſing Kings and 
Magiſtrates ; ſurely then they allowed nor the depoſing or murde- 
ering bf chem : no, the only weapons which they durlt uſe were 
prayers and tears,and with theſe they did prevail, 

Seventhly, By Prayer may the meaneſt and obſcureſt Chriſtian 
be the means of ſaving a King, yea, a whole Kingdom ; thewea- 
keſt woman by this means may defeat the molt ſubtle and-cunning 
Achirophel ; be they ſuch as have an intereſt in the God of hez- 
ven, and will they bus improve that intereſt at. the Throne of 
Grace in frequent and fervent Prayer for the King, what bleſſings 
may they be inſtrumental to procure him ? For Prayer can do al- 
moſt every thing yith God, and God can do what he will for, or 
wich the King ; if you then have any loyalty cothe King, any love _ 
to your Country, any care of, or regard ro the Churches welfare, | 
yea, any defire of your own good, be much incarneſt and importu- 
nate prayer for the King. | 

5+ By the light of this Do&rine you may diſcover ſome (I 
with I could nor ſay many) amongſt us to be deſperare and dange- 
rous enemies to the King, who yet reckon themſelves his beſt and 
molt loyal Subjects. Are you nor all eager to know who they are ? 
Are you not ready to cry out , as the: Diſciples when Chriſt old 
them there was a Traycor among them, 153: 1? 1514 1? Tohold 
you therefore no longer in ſuſpence, 'cis every prophane,ungodly, 

_ difjolute man or woman, that have taken occaſion from the Kings 
return to grow more bold and impudent in finning ; thoſe rhar 
call their lewdneſs their loyalty, that count rheir®pen rebellion 
againſt God,ateſtimony of their good affeQtion to the King, this 1s 
he, theſe arethey whom I, or rather my Text and Do&rine, do 
accuſe as pernitious and dangerous enemies to the Kings Mjelty : 
| for if the Kings heart be in the hand of the Lord, if hecan deal 
with them in a way of mercy or juſtice as he pleaſeth, then rhoſe 
that do what they can to provokethis God to exerciſe his domini- 
on over the heart of rheir King in a way of juſuice, are certainly 
bis moſt miſchievous enemies. Is ic Treaſon to ſtir up anden- 
g49e men againſt the King ? What is it then to fiir up God againſt 
him? That God in whoſe hand is their breath, and whoſe hs all 
D [her 
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their waies, Dav.5.23.. Iknow you will readily confeſs, that God 
can do the King more good or hurt than all the World betides ;, 
Thar there is no ſtanding before him when be is angry; Whar 
cken could any man, whole heart were full of malice and treafon 
againlt che King, do worſe than theſe of whom we ſpeak ? Say I 
this of my ſelf, or ſaith not the. Scripture the ſame alſo-? Thar 
will tell you,. that thewickedneſs of a People proves deſtruftive 
co their Prince, .1 Sam.12.25. Ifye willſtill do wickedly, (the peo- 
ple are there ſpoken to.) yeſhall be-carſumed, both. ye and your King. 
As Subje&s ſuffer many times through the folly and for the faults 
of their King,ſo.do Kings frequently ſuffer and fall for the wicked. 
nefs of chair People. Suppoſe ſome Forraign Prince hadgotten 
our King into his bands, and having ſecured him in fome firong 
Caftle, from whence it were utterly impoſſible his Subje&s by 
force could reſcue him , ſhould declare, that if his Subje&s 
here in England would but for one monerh- forbear all Acts of 
Hoftility,he would ſafely reſtore him to them, bur if any of them, 
upon any pretences wharſoever, ſhould atcempr any thing of vic- 
lence, he would forthwith certainly put him co.dearh. In this caſe, 
ſhouli nor he, and would not he be accounted a Traytor to the 
King, that under pretence of affeftion ſhould go about by open 
force toreſcue him ? Surely you are all ready to paſs ſentence on 
ſuch an-one. You may very eaſily apply ir : The Kg of Kings,that 
hath the hearr, life, and happineſs of our King in his hand, hath 
expreſly declared, That if we will walkin waies of fm and rebel- 
hon againft him, if we will do wickedly, we ſhall nor only defiroy 
our ſelves, bur pull down the Judgments of God upon our King : 
Mry we not then fafely conclude Tom enemies to. the King that 
do thar,for thevery doing of which God hath threatned him ? You 
therefore that boatt of your loyalty and affeQion ro the King, if 
neither the fear of God, nor love of your own ſouls will prevail 
with you, yer ler che conſideration of the great damage and danger 
your fins threaten the King with, cauſe you to leave off your pro- 
phane and wicked practices. 

6.. If rne Kings hear be in Gods hand, &c. then certainly 
we may by parity, or rather ſuperiority of reaſon, infer, thar all 
other mens hearts are in his hands alſo. Kings have an inward 
natural libercy equal with others, and an outward liberty belong- 
ing to their condicion above others ; if therefore God can yu 
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2nd rule them, we may well conclude, that no other man is ex- 
empred from his dominion; Which concluſion, though it do nor ſo 
much as ſhake che freedom of the will, yer doth ir quite overturn 
free-will, as the Pelagians underſtand and affert ir ; they think ir 
not enough char the will be acknowledged under God a ſelf-deter- 
mining power,unleſs we exempt it from his dominion ; with them 
iris not free at all,unleſs altogether free from Gods Rule and Go- 
vernment : nay, thought be yielded chem that God never exer- 
ciſeth this dominion in ſuch a way as is deſtructive to the natural 
liberry of the will, yet will nor this ſatisfie them, they are guilty 
of Cicero his crime, Qus ic homines voluit efſe liberos nt feoit ſacrile- 
$95, counting it no robbery to make men equall with God as a firſt 
and independent cauſe. Surely, heaven or hell will ſhortly reach 
cheſe men more humility and modeſty. Whar, canan infinite and 
Almighty God only enrice and perſwade, can he nor infallibly and 
irrefitibly curn the will of his Cteatures ? Is it, as ſome have d2- 
red to affirm, in the power of our Walls, yyhen God hath done 
all he can, to refuſe what he would have us chooſe ? What is 
this bur in other. words to deny what Solozwmz 1n the words of my 
Text affirms ? Can he beſaid to have our Wills in his hands, and 
to turn them whither he pleaſe, chat cannor turn ic unleſs man 
eaſe ? Letus beware of this dangerous errour ; ler our hearts by 
this Text be eſtabliſhed inthis preſent truch, the belief and con- 
fideration of which is of unſpeakable uſe and comforr, eſpecially 
to two forts of men. : 
 T, To thoſe that have long mourned becaufe of the hardneſs 
and ftubbornnels of rheir hearts, the contrariery of their wills to 
the whole will of God ; they have ſpent much timeand labour in 
rhe uſe of manty means for their ſoftening and changing, and ill 
as they fear they remain hard and unchanged. Oh wretched men. 
that they are, who ſhall deliver them ! had they cen thouſand 
Worlds they would exchange them all for a heart ſof:ened and 
ſavinely changed : but alas ? they fear they ſhall never get ſuchan. 
heart ; well, ler all ſuch believe and medirate on this DoQtrine ; 
rough Men nor Angels cannor, yer God can make them willing 
12 the day of his power, he can make them ſuch as he requires 
chem to be ; wait thenon him, reſolve to lye and ate at his foot- 
Rodle,and to give him no reſt rill he have taken the heart ofſtone 
out of thy fleth,and given thee anh2artof fleſh, | | 
D 3. 2,Gods 
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'2, Gods heart-changing power may-exceedingly-comfort and 
incourage thoſe Miniſters whoſe lot providence hath caft amongſt 
a ſtubborn and reb2llious people; who.do alwaies reſiſt che Holy 
Ghoſt, who entertain all their meſlages from rhe Lord with con- 
tempt and ſcorn, and, with che Leviathan in Fob, laugh ar the ſha- 
king of the ſpear ;. Oh how is the heurr of ſucha Minifter ready to 
fink under this burden ; the hope of converting ſouls was - thac 
which engaged him in that difficulc employment, bur now alas he 
mournz as without hoe, he plows and ſows as without hope; the 
mozehe preacheth, the worſe his People grow, and therefore he is 
ready to give over, and ſay with the Prophet, 7 will freak, no more iy 
hi name: Well here is encouragement and comfort forſuch, this 
Do&rine cells chem, that wich God this is poſſible, even the con- 
verſion of thoſe that are Gods, and their moſt reſolute enemies ; 
even of theſe ſtones can God raiſe up cmldren unto Abraham ; 
as faſt as they are now-running to hell he can ſtop and turn them, 
and cauſe them tc run the waies of his:-Commandments ; though 
then we have toiled all night and caught nothing, yet let us nor 
give over, we knovv nor what the next Sermon may do ; let us ſow 
our ſeed in the. morning, and in the evening let us not hold our 
hand, we know God can proſper both, but we know. not which he 
intends to bleſs. 

7. Hath God the hearts of Kings in his hands ? Then 
what an honour,what an happineſs 1s it to be his Favourites ? Kings 
uſually have their Favourites ; though many are loved and reſpe- 
ed by then, yer uſually there is ſomeone ſingled out by them 
whom they delight to honour, whom. they are not aſhamed to call 
cheir friends, and uſe as if they were their equals : rhey may re- 
queſt, nay, conmand any thing from them, only in the Throne 
will chey be greater than they.. David had his Favourite, 2 Sam. 
I.5.37. Huſhai the Kings Friend : And Zabad the Son of. Nathan, 
1s (tiled, 1 K;ng.4.5. Solomons friend ; the King of Kings hath his 
Favourites ; though the meaneſt Saint have an: intereſt in his fa- 
vour, yet are they not all his Favourites, there 1s but one Diſciple 
char leaned on Chriſts boſone ; every one of his people are loved 
by him, bur they are not all men ſogreatly beloved as Damel. God 
reckons up Noah, Daniel, and Feb as three Favourites, that could 
do far mere with him than other ordinary Saints, Ezzk. 14.14. 
Now my Text and DoRtine will reſolve whether of theſe _y 
the 
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the moſt honourable and happy ; as far as God is exalted above the 
King in my Text, ſo far is the condition of the Favourites of hea- 
ven advanced above the condition of the Favourites of earthly 
Kings ; buralas / the blind World judgeth otherwiſe ; Whar will 
men do, n1y, what will they not do to procure the favour of Prin- 
ces ? Which when ar laſt they have obtained they'bleſs themſelves, 
and think now they are arrived at the top of honour and happineſs; 
nor ate they alone in this folly and madneſs, the generalicy of 
men admiring and envying their condition ; enquire of them after 
ſuch an one how he doth, _ and you ſhall have: this, or ſuch an an- 
ſiver : Alas, how can he do amiſs', he hath the Kings ear, and is 
the only Favourite at Court ; - but as for Gods favour, that's nor 
counted worth rhe looking afrer : Many ſay, Who will ſhew s any 
80d ? Burt it 1s David only, and ſome few ſuch as he, that cry our, 
Lord lift up the light of thy countenance upon us. - Well, thus it ts 
in the World, bur if you comparethe conditions of theſe two ſorts 
of Favourites together, -you-will find that. as far as the heaven is 
above the earth, -ſo far is the happineſs of Gods Favourites above 
the happineſs of thoſe that are mo{t highly in favour with earchly 
Kings ; I ſhall only preſent you with thoſe advantages which the 
former have above the ini, which naturally flow from my 
Do&trine. WY | 

IT, Then ſuppoſe a man as high as poſhble in- a Kivgs favour, 
ler him have all the aſſurances the King can give him, thar 
he will never caſt him off, yet is this Favourites high place a 
flippery place, becauſe the King hath- not his heart in his own 
hand, bur it is in Gods, who can in a monent turn the ſtream, and 
cauſe him to hate him more violently than ever he loved him, and 
chen all the advantage'he hath by tus former happineſs is this, rhar 
ic hath mage him capable of a greater fall. Whereas Gods Fa- 
vourites are ſure, that whilt they walk'in his waies, and chooſe 
the ching that pleaſeth him, neither Principalities or Powers 
ſhall be able ro ſeparate them from his love, having loved his own 
he loverh chem to the end. | 

_ 2, Herthat hath moſt of - the Kings heart: may ar that very in- 
ſtinc be the obje& of Gods hired, and what King can inrerpoſe 
and turn away the wrath of a jealous God fror? him ; whereas the 
Favourites of herven, becauſe they are Gods Favourites, ſhall cer- 
tainly either enjoy the. favourof Princes, or be ſecured from any 
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_ real buce'by their diſpleafure, Rope,8.3T, If God be for who can 
be againſt us ? Oh then whilſt others are greedily hunting after the 
favour of Princes, let us ſeck afrer the favour of that God whoſe 
Creatures they are, whois all, and hath all, and deh all in heaven 
and earth, FIC . 

Quelt. But what miſt we be what mn? we do tobe Favanries of 
the King of Kwigs? 

Anſp. 1. You mult get into Chriſt 3 you cannet ſee the face, of 
enjoy one drachme of the favour of God whilſt you are our of 
Chritt, *tis only in the Beloved that we are or can beaccepred. 
-  Imtbracethen Chrilt us tendred in the Goſpel, and be aſſured thar 

 themorecordially youcloſe with him, the more highly you prize 
him, and che more fincerely you obey him, the more ſhall you 
have of the heartand love of God, Joh.16.26. The Father hinfelf 
loveth you,becauſe you have loved me. 

2. Youcannot be the Favourites of heaven till cured of the le- 
profie of ſin ; we read indeed of a King in Scriprure that had a Fa- 
yourite, Naaman,a great man,bur a Leer. K m.5.1.But the King 
of heaven hath no ſuch Favourites ; whilſt chen you are in an unre- 
generate, unconverced eſtate, whilſt you are ander the raign and 
dominion of fin,know affuredly 'ris utterly impoſſible thou houldfi 
enjoy the favour of God, Rene.$.8. T hey that are in the fleſh cannot 
pleaſe God , noris it enough that you are waſhed from your filchi- 
neſs, bur you muſt be adorned wirh the graces of Gods Spirit, 
rheſe are the attractivesof his love. 

3. Would you be men and women greatly beloved of God ? 
Do you defire not only reconciliation, but a large ſhare of Gods 
heartand love ? You muſt walk with God,that is,as men that have 
God in their eye, 8 whoſe whole converſation ſhews they believe 
him preſent with them. Enoch walked with GoJ, and kgdthis Te- 
Rimony, Hepleaſed him, Heb.11.5. Andthen whar an high honour 
and ſpecial mark of favour did God put upon him in his tranſlation? - 
Be then ſincere and uniform in your obedience, and have reſpe& 
ro all Gods Commandements, for a man fulfilling all his wills is 
a man afrer Gods own heart, As 13.22. The wright in the way are 
his delight, Prev.11.20. 

4.It you defire to be high in Gods eſteem, you muſt be low in 
your own eyes, the high and lofty one delights to dwell and con. 
verſe with lowly and humble ſpirics, /ſa.57.1 5. Princes — 
uſual 
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uſually wear ſomerhing given them by their Lord, as a mark of his 
favour ; whoever wears this livery, whoever is cloathed with humi-. 
tity, chat man which God hath adorned with. chis grace, beis the 
man whom this King delights r6 honour, 

: 5. They are moſt hjghly in Gods favour that are moſt zealous 
andaQive for him; God himſelf is a purea@andrhe more aQive 
we are in good, the more like are we to him, andthe better liked 
are we by him. Kings love them moſt whom they ſee moſt buſie 
to promote their Intereſt. So/amzontelts us, Prov.22.29. That if 
we ſee a man dehgent in his buſineſs, tis a Ggn thiar man ſhat ſtand 
before Kings, *Tis moſt cerrain, tharif we are notloarhful in by- 
fineſs, bur fervenc in ſpirir, ſerving the Lord,we ſhall and before, 
and be in favour with the King of heaven, en, 

6, Thoſe that ſtickcloſero God in provhane places,or times of 
danger and general Apoſtacy, theſe are alwaies his ſpecial Pavou- 
rices ; you heard before how highly Noah, Daniel, and Job were in 
Gods favour, and I pray obſerve this of them all three : Fob lives 
inthe Land of zz, among a molt barbarous people, and ata 
rime when Saran boaſts that God hath not any viſibly to own him, 
and yer Fob in this ptace, and at this time'is a perfe&t man,fearing 
God and eſchewing evill, Job I. t. Damel keeps cloſe to God in 
rhe Babyloniſh ' Court. Noah, When all fleſh had corrupted his 
way, he remains upright in his Generation,Gen.7.1. If then when 
others turn afide from following the Lord, we fulfill after him, or 
follow him fully, we ſhalbcerrainly be molt highly in his favour. 

7. The more ſtrong we afe in faith, the more ftedfaſt we are in 
believing, the more ſhall we have of Gods hearr, the more we a&t 
faithon Gods Al-ſufficiency ; when we can leave our own Coun- 
try and Kindred, ſacrifice our ſaacs, and againſt hope believe in 
hope, then do we highly honour God. Abraham was moſt eminenr 
for this grace, and ſee what an high honour God-puts-upon-him; 
Ifa.41.8. Abraham my friend. 

_ 8. Laſtly, This Doctrine is fuil of conſolation to the people of 
God; berheir condition never ſo ſad,their ſufferings never ſo grezr,. 
here is enough to ſupport them,yea, to fill cheir hearts wich joy and 
gladneſs,thac Gol who hath taken them into Covenant with hin- 
ſelf, who 1s not aſhamed to be called their Friend and Father, 
whoſe love to them paſſech the love of women; in a word, who- 
1 as tender of them as the apple of his own eye : 'Tis that Gad 
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who hath an abſolute foveraightFFconinion over alt-perſons and; ' 
things in theWorld;rhere hath; been nothing done to them but by 
his permiſſion;he hath the heads, hearrs,and hands ef their moſt po 
rent Adverſaries in his own hand, In che greateſt ſtorms and rem- 
gr cheic Father fits.at rhe Stern, and can. command a calm when 
e pleaſerh. If chen' they are aſſured of his love, and know he will 
not hurt chem, they may be aſſured that others cannor, for chey 
cannot go beyond the” Word of the Lord to do more or leſs ; here 
is that-whichin the midſt of the theughts of our hears is ſufficient 
£0 refreſh ur ſpirics : When therefore we hear ſad news, when 
thoſe that bring evill ridings,” like Jobs meſſengers, overtake one 
another, and the laſt alwaies brings the worlt news, then remem- . 
ber and retire to this Text and Do&trine, which publiſh peace, 
and bring good tidings of good, which ſay unto Zzon, thy God 
raigneth, _ | | . | 


